MEDITATIONS * 


AND 


- | Spiritual Experiences 


2 r i \ 
Mr. Thomas Shepard, I 


Late worthy and dear Paſtor of the Church of Cuatsr 
in Cambridge, in New-England, from November 6% . 
1640 — to December 27, 1641. . Tranſcribed o 
of his own Book, written with his own Hand; and we 


left by him to his Son Thomas Shepard, with this A 
Word prefixed*— Try all Things, and hold faſt that ' 
whith is good, | 5 
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l 
Some ond of Mr. She- 
rd, by a 1 in 
New-England, 


eg wn tp Reader, I would give 6 brief” A. 
of the very pious, judicious and renowned 
Author of the — Meditations, from 
ſome of the beſt Authorities. 
Dr. Cotton Mather 7ells us, He un, born at Tow- 
2 ceſter near Northampton in England, Nov. 5, 1605 5 
went to the Univerſity of Cambridge 0/21 he was 15 
| Nears of Age; was «there converted to God in 16 
and to bs Degre of i” of bins. 


n the M. Sail Harwich in 
Lachen fr Nen. Eaglas and in he — 16343 


* * reat Storm was driven and farc d to land-a? 
Yarmouth in _”—_ and liv d = inter at Baſtwick 
in that County; ng 1635 went up to 
— in jah 22 Graveſend; 32 
at Boſton; whence in a Day ut — hes 

nk 2 Camberk who had come before, 
fetched him, and be n 
But as preſent, waving his r 
that learned Writer; [ hal now rather givs the | 
er 4 ſhorter Hi ory drawn e Rev. and famous 
Men, Mr. Wi Gm Cf Lond and M.. 


Samuel Mather of 1 Dublin; (tbe latter at our Cam- 


bridge having lived divers Tears — bis Ms 
in their P to My. Shepard — 4 


cual hearing — 450 Selz on 6. in 
in all his Ordinances, publiſhed * 1657s 


A 2 . « Cons | 1 


as follo us. . 


4 Come Account of Mr. Suzparn; 


Concerning the Author; it ⁊vere worth the while 
* to write the Story of his Life. 

* It is needleſs to ſpeak in his Commendation: His 
* Works praiſe him in the Gates. They that knew 
* him, knew be had as real Apprebenſions of the 
* Things of God, and lived as much with God, and 


* "with his own Heart, and more, than the moſt of | 


* Chriſtians do. 

* He had his Education at Emmanuel College in 
Cambridge [in England.] The Converfio and 
Change of his Heart <vas wrought berimes arhen he 
* lived in the Univerſity, and enjoyed Dy. Preſton's 
« Miniſtry: Whereby God had the, very beſt and 
« Strength of his Parts and Tears for himſelf. 

8 5 hen he was firſt awakened to look after Religi- 
gion, having before ſwam quietly in the Stream of 
* the Times, he was utterly at a Loi which Way to 
tate; being much mokſted with Suggeſtions of A- 
© theiſm (in the Depths whereof Junius was quite 
* boft for a Time) and moved and tempted to the Ways 
* of Familiſm alſo. He read the Books of H. N. among 
© the reſt ; where meeting with this Paſſage, © I hat 
4 Chriſtian is ſo ſwallowed up in the Spirit, that 
« awhas Action ſoever the Spirit moves Him to, ſup- 
& poſe W horedom, he may de it, and it is no Sin ta 

nem; —— This was enough: For being againſt the 
ab of natural Cunſtience, it bred in him an utter 
© Abhorrency of thoſe looſe and vile Ways and Prin- 
© ciples ever after. T his Advantage he alſo had, that 
6 or Tuckney was then his Tutor; whom he ac- 
* quainted <with bis Condition, and had bis Dirett ion 
' © and Help in thoſe miſerable Huctuations and Straits 
© of his Soul. Happy 1s the Man whoſe Doubtings 
* end in Eſtabliſoments : (Nil tam certum quam = 
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Some Account of Mr. SEPA AD. 5 
de Dubio certum) Zur when Men arrive in Scepti- 


® ciſm as the uf Tue of all their Debates and 


* T houghts art about Religion, it had been 
yy they had never been born. good 
* After his Heart was changed, it was obſerved, 
* that his Abilities of Mind were alſo much enlarged ; 
Divinity, though it be chiefly the Art and Rule 


* the Will, yet raiſing and perfecting the Underſtand- 


ing alſo: W hich ue conceive came to paſs by this 
* Means, that the Fear of God fixed him, and made 
* him ſerious, and taught him to meditate, which is 
* the main Improvement of the Underſtanding. T here- 
fore ſuch as came to him for Direction about their 
* Studies, he bay” av mags to be much in 
* MepiTAT1ION : Profeſſing, that having ſpent 
* ſome Time in Meditation every Day in his Begin- 
* ning-Times, and written down his Thoughts, he 
* ſaw Cauſe now to bleis God for it, | 

ie das aſſigned to the Work of the Miniſtry at a 


T ſolemn Meeting and Conference of ſundry godly Mini- 


* ſters about it: There were to the Number of Twelve 
at the A whoſe ſolemn Advice was, that be 
* ſhould ſerve the Lord in the Goſpel of his Son; 
* zwherein they have been the Salvation of many a 
Hul: For upon this he addreſt himſelf io the Work 
* with that Reality and Seriouſneſs in wwootng A 
* xeinning Souls, that bis Word deep Impreſſions, 
* and ſeldom or never fell to the Ground, 

He was Lecturer a-2while at Earles- cone in Eflex, 
* which are 1ake it was the firſt Place of his Miniſtry: 
; _ he did much yy = the People” there, 

though now it is long ſince, and many are gone, yet 
* have a very precious and Remembrance of him, 
* of the mighty Power of God by bim to this Day. 
* (4.6, 1657] But [Dr.] W. Laud then T 


6 Came Account of Mr. SHEPARD, 


London ſoon ſtopt his Mouth and drove him away, 
as he did many other godly Miniſters from Eſſex at 
* the ſame Time. After this he lived at Butterchtome 
in Yorkſhire, at Sir Richard Datley's Howſe, till 


* che Tniquity of thoſe 7 nes hunted him thence alſo, ! 
Ten he went to Nocthumberland, *rell ſilenced here 


alſo 


* at Home, e fled tv New-England 3 and after ſome 
* Diffculries and Delays by great Storms and ni 
© aſters at Sh] upon rhe Sands and Coaſts of Varmour 


© which retarded his Loyage till anther Tear, he ar- ö 


* rived there at laſt: Where he was Paſtor to a pre- 
* cious Flack at Cambridge about Fourteen Years. 

* His Manner of Preaching was cloſe and ſearch- 
ing, arid with Abundance Alfection and Cam- 
paſſion to his Hearers. He took great Pains in his 
* Preparations for his publick Labours ; accounting it 
© 4 curſed Thing to to do the Work of the Lord negli- 
© gently: And therefore ſpending uſually Two or 
Three whole Days in preparing for the Work of 
the Sabbath, had his Sermons fineſhed uſually on Sa- 
* tukday by % of the Clock. He hath ſometime 
. expref himſelf thus in publick ;—** God will curſe 
that Man's Labours that lumbers up and down in 
* the World all the N and then upon Saturday 
in the Afternoon goes to his Study; when as God 


* knows, that Time were "little enough to pray and 
* weep in, and to get his Heart in Frame, Sc.“ He 
* affeFed Plainneſs roger her with Power in Preaching ; 
* not ne nor liking to hover and 

> t in dark Expreſſions, and fo ſpoot his Arowrs 
F as many Preachers do, over the Heads of his Hear- 


2 Ir 


© & 


* And being thus moleſted and chaſed up and down 
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Some Account of Mr. Snzvanny. 7 


* Þ 65 aroretched — Block to ſome, that his 
* Sermons are ſomewhat tri, and as they term it le- 
gal, Some Souls can veliſÞ none but mealmonth'd 
3 © Preachers, who come with ſoft ard finooth and tour h 
2 © Jefs Words : ¶ Byſſina verba byfſinis viris :).Zut theſe 
Nes need humbling Miniſtries, and bleſſed be God 


hat there are am: For where there are no Law- 


© Sermons, 2 here aul be fc Goſpel-Lives ;, and were 
7 © there more Law-Preaching by the Men of Gifts, there 
uod be more Golpel- Walking both by themſelves 
* and the People. To preach the Law, not 41 a fore'd 
aflected Mamer, but wiſely and powerfully, together 
with the Goſpel as Chriſt himſelf Twas. won't to 
* do; (Mat. v. and elſewhere) is the Way to carry on 
© all Three ner; [vi2.] Senſe of Miſery, the Ap- 
- © plication of the Remedy, and the Returns of Th 
0 fle and Duty. Nor is any Doctrine more com- 
* forting | hey this humbling Way of God, if rightly 
« 


« His Sickneſs began with à ſore Throat, and then a 
gan, and then 4 Fever, whereof he died, Au 3- 
* 1649. This was one Thing he ſaid upon bis 25 
© Bed;* Lond; Iam vile, but thou art righteous: ” 
1 « Aid ro thoſs that wwere about him, he bid them ; 
Love P. Cnnlsr dearly; That little Part 

« that I have in him, is no ſmall Comfort to me now.“ 

Thus fat thoſe Rev. and Eminent Men, M. William 
Greenhill and M. Samuel Mather in 1657. By A 
ftake indeed they Joppoſ Mr. Shepard vas 46 or 41 
Tears old when he died: For preciſely ſpeaking, he was 
but 43 Nears, 8 Months, and 20 Days. Y pw a 
Progreſs did he make in Sanfity and divine Know- 
ledge ; and in the midſt of many Mokeſtations and abun- 
daut miniſterial Labours, he comps/ed and did ſommuch, 
and grew in ſuch Fſtgem and pious Fame, in ſo ſhort a 


Tine; 2 


$ Same Account of Ar. Survann! 


Dime; that I cannot but reckon him one of the ad- 
mirable Men of his Age. 
On this Occaſion, I would recite a Paragraph in the 
Life of the very Rev. Mr. James Fraſer of Brea in 
Ge HOPE Edinburgh in 17 3g ; asfollows--- 
'* The Lord bath bleſſed the Reading of Practical 
« Writings tome; and thereby my Heart hath been 
* into Frame, and much Strength and 40 orten: Such 
© as Iſaac Ambroſe, Goodwin, Mr. Gray, and very 
* much by Mr. Rutherford's above others: But moſt 
* of all by Mr. Thomas Pr! of New-England 
* bis Works ; he hath by the Lord been made the In- 
* terpreter one of a Thouſand ; /o that under Canin 
I have been obliged to his Writings as much and 
* more than to any Mean whatever, for wakening, 
* trengthening and enlightening my Soul; the Lord 
rade him a Ne of Water to me in all my Wilderneſs 
© Sraits.” | 
A for the following Diary.—T hat it is the genuine 
Compoſure of this excellens Divine, appears from an 
old Manuſcript found at Cambridge above Thirty Years 
, and aſcribed to him as in the Title- Page: As alſo 
this further Evidence, that the Senttments, the 
Spirit, the Stile and Manner of Expreſſion are inirely 
Mr. Shepard's; and whoever will take the Pains 
70 re this with his Sermons on the Parable of the 
Ten Virgins and other Mritings, will clearly ſee their 
eue Similitude : And above all yet, that Dr. Cotton 
Mather, in drawing Mr. Shepard's Life about Fifty. 
Years ago, had this Part at leaſt of the Diary before 
bim, from whence he has tranſcribed ſeveral Para- 
aphs : As of Dec. 1. 1640; Mar. 19, April 10, 
Fuly 10, Aug. 15, Oct. 10, and Nov, 3, 1641. But 
the Reſt were never publiſhed "till now. 
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And here it is an A Juſtice to conſider, that the 
Rev. Am bor peming theſe retired Meditations only for. 
his own private Ule ; ue muſt ſuppoſe, he did nos 
write wich ſo much Guard and CorretIneſs of —2 4 
ſion, as if he were preparing for the publick View : 
he would, no Doubt, have rectiſied ſeveral Paſſages, and 
rendered them more clear and accurate. Tea, tis likely 
they would have appeared more correct and clear, if 
we could have found the Author's Manuſcript. The 
equitable and much more the candid Reader will there- 
fore make juſt and kind Allowances. And the wery 
Name of Myr. Shepard is enough to recommend theſe 
his private Thoughts 70 thoſe who have read his Writ- 
ings, are ſeri oy ee for their Salvation, and a. 
fraid of bein ved in Matters of eternal Moment. 

As for a Farther Account of the Diary; ſee the ex- 
cellent Preface immediately before it. And though the 
Rev. Writer, from his ſingular Modeſty, forbid bis 
Name to be ſubſcribed ; yet CO deceaſed, I may 
take the Freedom to tell the Reader, it was that extra- * 
ordinary Perſon, Mr. David Brainard ; who died the 
9th Current, in the 30th Tear of his Age, to the great 
Grief of thoſe <vho knew him, both among (/e En- 
gliſh and Indians. = 


Tromas PriINCE, 


Ofob. 20. 
1747 


B PR E- 


* 
Y 


- 
- . 
. . 
- . . > . 0 
- - * . - - 5 . - - = 
* + 
' * N 9 „ le e e rer . TIC 


58 22 8 
PREFACE. 


. S always a Matter of the higheſt Importance, 


both with Regard to the Honour of God, and the 
Intereſts of the Souls off Men, that true Religi- 
on be juſtly delineated ; that it appear in its own native 
Excellency, Worth, and Beauty, with all its Goodneſs 
and Virtue; as that which conforms the Soul ro the 
Image of the bleſſed God, the Converſation and Practice 
to the Rules of his Word, and the Example of Chriſt ; 
and qualifies the Man for the glorious Employments 
= AAR Di of 1 2 205 as well 5 
4 faithful Diſcharge of the Duties d him 
Divine Providence in this preſent World. * 


ben the Nature, the Properties and Efects of 
* this divine Religion, which our Lon D has taught and 
fied to us, are thus clearly opened and duly repre- 
ſented, this tends to rectiſy the Miſtakes of many Per- 
ſons in religious Matters; to prevent and remove ma 
Prejudices Per/ons are diſpoſed to recetve and entertain 
| ainſt Religion, through Miſtakes, either in them- 
Goes or others ; (altho' till ſtill remain a ſad Truth, 
That Men's Hearts are naturally averſe to the Power of 
' Religion, though repreſented in the moſt agreeable 
Lg.) It likewiſe tends to convince rational and 
thinking Perſons, who are not given up to Vice and 
Prejudice, (eſpecially, if withal they ſee it duely ex- 
2 in the Lives of thoſe who profeſs it) that 
of a Truth Gop is inthis Religion. By this —> 
. 7 7 
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PREFACE. 11 


alſo oe foe Hopes of Hypocrites are like ro be de- 
reed and diſcovered to their View ; nnd thereby an Op. 
portunity given them to cape out of the Snare, that, 
avould otherwiſe have proved fatal to their Souls. Nur 
can it fail of affording Comfort to thoſe who are 
Godly, ro find their own Religion exaFly deſerib'd, 
and prov'd to be the Religion of God's Word. Hereby 


\* ſome of that Number, who are under grievous Doubts 


about their own ſpiritual State, ready to reckon 
themſelves among the moſt poor and miſerable, may be 


-* 8 to ſee themſelves poſſeſs'd of the Pearl of great 


rice. 
And as it is always a Matter of the higheſt Impor- 
tance to have true Religion juſtly repreſented and de- 


ſcri bed; ſo there are ſome Times in ſpecial, wherein 


thoſe Means that have the greateſt Tendeney to give 
Perſons right Notions of it, and ſhew them wherein 
it's Eſſence daes indeed conſiſt, in Diſtinction from all 
deluſi ve Appearances, are in a peculiar Manner ſea- 
ſonable and neceſſary. - 
Such are the Times wherein a Diverſity of — * 
ments in Religion greatly prevails among the YH 
ſors of it; when many are diſpoſed to lay the Streſs &._ 
Religion on thoſe Things which the Word of 
makes little or no Account of, cr perhaps wholly reje ts, 
and 10 neglect and wholly paſs by thoſe Things where» | 
in the Hul and Eſſence of it is really contain d. 


How far this is the preſent State of Religion in 
ſome Places, and how much Streſs is laid by many. 
upon ſome Things, as being Effetts and Evidentes of 
exalted Degrees of Religion, oben they are ſo far 
from being of any Importance in it, that they are real- 
ly irreligzous, a Mixture of ſelf Love, Tmagination 
and ſpiritual Pride, or _ the Influence'of Satan 
* | . tan. 
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3 PREFACE; 


transformed into an Angel of Light; I ſay, how 
much Streſs is laid upon theſe Things by many I ſpall 
not undertake to determine, But tis much to be feared, 
that while God ⁊uas carrying on a glorious Work of 
Grace, and undoubtedly gathering an Harveſt of Souls 
0 — 2 (which wwe ſhould always remember with 
T hankfulneſs.) Numbers of others have at the ſame 
Time been fatally deluded by the Devices of Satan and 
therr-own corrupt Hearts. © 

* It is to be feared that the Converſions of ſome have 
* no better Foundation than this, viz. T hat after they 
Have been under ſome Concern for their Souls a achile, 
* and it may be manifeſted ſome very great and uncom- 
* mon Diſtreſs and Agonics, they have o a ſudden 
* imagined they ſaw CuRIS＋T in ſome Poſture or o- 


.* ther, perhaps on the Croſs bleeding and dying for 


* their Sins; or it may be ſmiling on them and there- 
* by ſignifying his Love to them. And that theſe 
* and the like Things th mere Imaginations, which 
* have nothing ſpiritual in them, have inſtantly re- 
* moved all their Fears and Diſtreſſes, fuld them with 
*Raptures of Joy, and made them imagine they lov'd 


** Chriſt with all their Hearts; when the Bottom of 


© all was nothing but Self- Love. For when they 
* smagin'd that Chriſt had been ſo good to them as to 


* "4 ſave them, and as it were to ſingle them out of all the 


« World; they could not but feel forme Kind of natural 
« Gratitude 70 him, although they never had any ſpiri- 

'tual View of his Divine Glory, Excellency and 
* Beauty ; and conſequently never had any Love to him 
* for Himlelf:—— Or that, inſtead f having ſome 


* ſuch imaginary View of Chriſt as has been mention- 


* ed; in Order to remove their Diſtreſs, and give 
* them Pe ſome having had a Paſſage or perhaps 
* many Paſſages of Scripture broight ro their a 
| 8 it 
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5 . 
with Power, (as they expreſs it ſach as that, Son 
l be of good Cheer, hy Sins be forgiven thee, and rhe 
like ; they have immediately apply'd theſe Paſſages 
to themſelves, ſuppoſing that God hereby manifeſted  . 
his peculiar Favour to them as if mentioned by 
Name; never conſidering that they are now giving 
, Heed to new Revelations , there being no ſuch hing 
t revealed in the Word of God, as that this or that 
I particular Perſon has, or ever ſhall have his Sins 
« forgiven: nor yet remembring that Satan can, with 
a great Deal of ſeeming Pertinenqy (and perhaps al- 
" /o with conſiderable Power) bring Scripture to the 
* Minds of Men as he did to Chriſt himſelf. | And 
© thus thele rejoice upon having ſome Scripture ſuddenly 
* ſuggeſted to them, or 22 upon their Minds; 
* ſuppoſing they are now the Children of Gad; juſt as 
did the other upon their imaginary Views of Chriſt. 
e * —— And "tis ſaid that ſome ſpeak of ſeeing a great | 
5 Light which fuld all the Place where they were, and 
2 * diſpeld all their Darkieſs, Fears and Diſtreſſes, | 
h and almoſt raviſh'd their Souls ; while others haue 
d Had it warmly ſuggeſted to their Minds, not by any 
of * Paſſage of Scripture, but as it were by a Whiſper 
2p * or Voice from Heaven, That God loves them, 
70 * that Chriſt is theirs, c. aubich groundleſs Imagina- 
" tions, and Suggeſtions of Satan, have had the ſame 
al * Effet upon them, that the Deluſions before-mentioned 
1- * had on ihe others. a | 
14 Aud as is the Converfion of this Sort of Per- 
2 : 8 fo are their after Experiences; the whole bei 
2e built upon Imagination, ſtrong Impreſſions and 
2 * den Suggeſtions made LOTS A ;  rohence — 
ue are uſually extremely confident (as if immeliately in- 
ps Jorm d from God) not only of the Goodneſs of their own 
ds Fate, but of their infallible Knowledge and . 


* * 
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* Certainty of the Truth of every Thing they pretend 
* to, under the Notion of Religion: hd thus al Res- 


* Joning with ſome of them is — excluded. 
Bur "tis remarkable of theſe, that they are extreme- 
* ly deficient in Regard of true Poverty of Spirit, 


* Senſe of exceeding Vileneſs in themſelves, TR as 


fre makes truly gracious Sous to 


burden d; as alſo in Regard of M —— 3 
4 Gentlenels toward Mankind, Tendernels of Conſci- 
ence in their ordinary Affairs and Dealings in the 
* World; and tis rare to ſee them deeply concerned a- 


* bout the Principles and Ends of their Actions, and 


0 — Fears leſt they ſhould not eye the Glory of Gd 
ba ly; but live to themſelves; or this at leaſt is the 

em their ordinary Conduct whether civil or re- 

b e But if any one f their peculiar Notions, © 

auhich their Zeal has eſpouſed, be attack'd, they are 

* then jo conſcientious they muſt burn, if card to it „or 


© rhe Defence of it. Tet at rhe ſame Time when they 
are ſo extremely deficient in Regard of theſe precious 
, Divine Tempers which have been mentioned, they are 

* uſually full of Zeal,Concern and Fervency in the T, hings 

* of Religion, and often diſcourſe of them with much 
* Warmth and Enga And to tho _ m 
* know, or don't — wherein the E 


Religion bn VIS. in being conformed to hel Sig 
only, 


ten appear like the beſt of Men. 
Now, 'as all þ Fe Mere eter 
co — 2 of thi berefore ſe 
as om hing of 51s tk ſeem pe- 
culiariy needful, — ad $3 o hopeful 
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Mr. Shepard's vill be made in ſome Meaſure ſer- 
iceable in that ReſpeF. For as it is a Journal of the 
private Experiences of that excellent and holy Man, de- 
fin d jor his own Uſe; ſo it contains, as it were, this 
true Religion for 4 Courſe of Time delineated 10 us in 
a very ea Mamer : whence we have Opportunity to 
fee with utmoſt Plaineſs, Tohat paſs d' with him for 
Religion, what he laboured after under that Netion, 
and what were the Exerciſes and Difficulties he mes 
* 2with in purſuance of a religious Life. And thoſe who 
Have any Savour for the Name and Piety of that-ve- 
nerable Man, tis hop d will read his Experientes with 
Care and Attention; and as they read, conſider whether 
there be any Manner of Agreement between his, and 
® theirs. And whoever reads attentively, Im perſwad- 
eld muſt own, that he finds a greater arance of true 
* Humility, Self-Emptineſs, Self-Loathing.; Senſe of 


Rev. Mr. 


or gent Unſiuitfulneſs, Sclfiſhnefs, exceeding Vilenef of 


Heart, Smallneſs of Attainments in Grace; I ſay he 
muſt needs own that he finds more Expreſſions of deep 
unfeigned Seli-Abaſement in theſe Experiences of Mr. 
Shepard's han ſome are willing to admit of. And tis 
hopeful the Reader will further obſerve, that when Mr. 
Shepard . of his forts in Religion, as he fre- 
quently does of his Suti gat ion and Sweerneſs, and De- 
ire to die and to be with Chriſt ; he always gives a 
ſolid Account of the Foundation of rheſe Comforts, and 
mentions forme Exerciſes of Grace from which they 
proceeded. So that they are wholly different from thoſe 
groundleſs Foys that ariſe in the Minds of poor deluded 
Souls from a ſudden Suggeſtion made to them, that 
Chriſt is theirs, hat God loves them, and the like. 
The Reader will further obſerve, that he valued no- 
thing in Religion that was not dons with a View tothe 
Glory of God; as appears by many of his Expreſ- 

| 7 * 
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s, efperially that under April 15. where be ſays, 
fone, T hooked over the Day, I ſaw how fell 
« —— — ena Move 
un y: why ? e though the Thing I 
* 2 00d, yet becauſe I intended not God — it 
« as my lo Brad, and did ner {es my Ruls before we, 
„ and jo ſet myſelf to pleaſe God; therefore I was un- 


1 profitable.” O that others from this Example would q 
karn to lay the Streſs of Religion here, and labour that 


n 


whether they live, they might live to the Lord; or 


whether they die, they might die to the Lord. 
There is ſomething in theſe Papers of the Rev. My. 


| Shepard's that ſeems excellently calculated to be of Ser- 


vice to thoſe who are in the Miniſtry in Particular. 
His Method of examining his Aims and Ends, and-the 


Temper of his Mind, both before and after Preaching, | 


whether he had met with Enlargement, or Straitning, 


ig an excellent Example for others that bear the ſacred 
Character. By this Means they are like to gain a 


large Acquaintance with their own Hearts, as tis evi- 
dent he had with his. | 

May the Bleſſing of Heaven attend the following Pa- 
ger, that be who has long been dead yet may ſpeak by 
them, to the Inſtruction, Conuiction and ſaving Benefit 


4 1 


Avo ver 1747. 
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Nov. 25. 
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MEDITATIONS 


AND: 


Spiritual Experiences. 


O'F. | 


Mr. Tuonas SHEPARD, 


Found my Heart and Month frrajemd on 
the Lefture-Day, and for want of En- 
largement much troubled, Hence I ec 
ſayed to humble my Soul before God, 
which the Lord helped me to do in this Manner: N 
t. I ſaw the Vanity of Honour, and therefore, Why 
ſhould I be troubled for the Loſs of it by the Want of 


1640. 


Enlargements? 


IQ! Becauſe it was but a Conceit, in Men's Minds, of 
it 

(2) Becauſe it was naturally moſt dear, and ſo ſtood 
between me and Chrift. 

2. I ſaw how fit it was, that the Will of Chriſt ſaould 
be done, as well in denying, as in giving Enlargements ; 
though he ſhould ſtrip me naked of them, and all other 


him 

en my Heart can you be content 
BY. Chriſt Mosla loſe his — Ant his Ordinance 
be blemiſhed by your Runnings I when aw, I was 


; i» 
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to be content to veant them, in regard of my o 
worthineſs; an ſo, * * 


T 
Q To be i to deny! own Eyes for my Sin. that 


(z) To mourn, that he ſhould not glorify himſelf by 
me. 


Then to to pray him the more earneſtl to glorify 
himialf b y doing for me by his own Hand. 4 

(4)'1 Cow therefore, that I ſhould leave myſelf with 
the > for that End, With him who all bes, and 7 


1 r my 
ne lo? but vil; il; nay, 11 and = 
and Life, and all void of God. Hence I res to the 
Lord to poſſeſs me again; (1) Becauſe he only was 
_ good; (2) Becauſe he only was worthy. 

December 1. A mall Thing — me. Hence I 
faw, that tho the Lord had ade me that Night attain 
to that Part of Humiliation, to ſee that I deſerved No- 
2 but Miſery; yet I fell ſhort in this other Part, viz. 

to God in 2 croſſing Providen or Com- 

but had a Spirit ſoon touched and provoked. I 

8 that the Lord ler Sin and Satan ral there, 

. = — i» y Sin, and be more humbled by it, 
n it. — 


n 36, or myſelf very miſerable : 

| m I had 

_ r 1 [ had e 3 
2. That he was turned in his Face from me. 

(1) I had no Senſe of his Majeſty, Fans Mercy, 


8 — Senſe of his Love. 
aw Sin had ſhut him from me, and my Unbe- 
hen he came to me, ſhut him oue of me. Hence 
Need of. a Mediator between us, and mourned. 
a Glimpſe of the Fulneſs of Grace in Chriſt, 


in "ha on Jobs 1. 14, like 2 Fountain over- 
owing, ED (IRON to poor Sin- 
TY : ners 


eee »w 
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nem which come to him. And hence my Heatt began 
to be filed with lively Hope and Aſſurance. 
Dec: 26. In readin = 2th of nes, NE 
ſhaken and made removed, that Thing: 
able may fand; I faw hence three Things: IE 
r. That only Chriſt and his Word hall remain and 
ſtand unſhaken. 


- 2. That tis the ſweeteſt Thing 10 fotſake all Cied< 

& tures, and there to abide as the e on the Founda- 
8 Tis born up with it. 

6 1 refts there. | 

J. I aw how good it was to depart Out of this 


World, and to be with Cod, perfectiy near Him, 
where no more ſhaking is, or ſhall be. | | 
Dec. 28. I defpring to be led by the Truth, it was ſu 
ed, Follow it in yoùr Practice, and — it —— and! 
will go before you, and lead you into all Truth. But 
I faw how little I loved the Truths and Ways of God; 
either practical or ſpeculative Truth. 
een how all my Mercies came from 
(1) He had plotted them. 
(2) Purchaſed them. 
8 Promiſed them. ' | : 
4) Effected them.— And mine Heart was drawn 
near to the Lord with theſe Thoughts. 1 2 
Jan. z. I ſaw, (3) Chriff was immoveable; (2) That 
they which truſt in Him are ſo, P/2. cxxv, like Mowns 
gion; (3) I ſaw that true Truſt was that which David 
fpeaks of, Pſal. xxxix, And mu, Lord, what wait 7 
far? my Hope is in thee. His Heart asked him, Doſt 
thou hope for God? What do J, faid he, hope for elſe ?. 
Hence I aw, (x) That true Hope hath other Aﬀections 
of Deſire and Love mixed with it; (2) That he that 
Hopes tor nothing but God, and for all Things only 
from God, hopes truly But I found a Temptation 
and à Stop. Did I hope for all Things from God, 
aud only Go * I hope and long to be _— 
” , 4 % — 
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of the World, to be — free from all Sin, and 
- fll'd with all Grace? Here 1 ſaw, this I could not do, 
till I did feel the infinite Vileneſs of Sin, and taſted a 
Happineſs in Holineſs, and placed all my Happineſs 
there; which I felt a Want of. And hence I bewailed 
my Condition before the Lord in this Reſpect, and pur- 
poſed to make up the Breach herein, thorow his Grace ; 
leſſing God, 1 ſaw the warſt of my Heart, as well as 
the Good of it. | 
Jan. 6. 1 ſaw I could have no Peace at Death, nor 
Hope that I ſhould go to Chriſt, unleſs I did intend to 
do Ebriſt : Work while I lived. Hereupon I conſidered, 
if 11ove Him, my Soul will ſeek Him: So I conſider'd, 
that I muſt keep alive my Love to Him in my Heart 
for this End. And why ſhould I love Him ? Becauſe 
none was good, or could do me Good, but He, My- 
ſelf, Wife, Child, could do neither me nor themſelves 
any Good; but only He. Then 1, confidered, Shall I 
love Him only, becauſe He is only good to me?—— 
I then reflected upon myſelf, and ſaw my own Vileneſs 
and Selfiſhneſs, and how fit it was the Lord ſhould never 
2 me on that Account: Yet I reſolved to ſeek 
im | 24 


This Morning, in Meditation and Prayer, I was temp- | 
ted to think, no Promiſe, no, nor Command of God to 
ſeek the Lord, and ſubmit to him, was directed to me; 
bat rather, that he had in gg forſaken me, - and ſa 
Jet me do what I pleaſe. But when J confidered the 
Seriptures, how that they did but manifeſt that acting 
Will of a living God, revealing that ſecret Will, which 
is ever ſo ſet as the Word reveals; my Soul was quiet- 
ed, and I loved the Scriptures the more. 

Jan. 9. As I was walking in my Study, muſing on 
my Sermon in Q. 10. That God's Mercy was himſelf, 
as bis Juſtice alſo was; the one to the Men that come 
to Chriſt; and to thoſe that are out of Chriſt, the other. 
Hence I confidered, when L. come to Chriſt, there is 
no Wrath or Juſtice to deyour, but ſweet Love: Wrath 
there is for refuſing him, not elſe. It was then object 

ed; 
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id ed, Zut it is to the Elect only. The Lord let me then 
D, ſee, I had nothing to do with that, but to look on his 
2 Truth, which is to them that come to him, that he 
's would ſtand as a Rock between the ſcorching Sun and 
d ' their Souls. Hence my Heart was ſweetly raviſh'd, 
r- and began to long to die, and think of being with him. 
1 And my . Heart faid, Remember to comfort yourſelf 
as thus, when you come to ly on your Sick-bed, to ly un- 
| der this Red, as in a hot 4 If one ſaw a Rock in 
or hot Day, Should he ſay, That Rock will cool me if I 
to be elected to it, and God has purpoſed it; ſo keep off 
d, in Fears? No; God has purpoſed thus to be a Rock to 
d, all that come to him, ms are drawn by his Love. 
ut Jan. 11, In the Morning, the Lord preſented to me - 
ſc the /ad State of the Church; which put me upon a Spi- 
y- rit of Sorrow for my Sins, as one Cauſe ; and to refolve 
es in Seaſon to go viſit all Families. But firſt to begin with 
11 myſelf, and go to Chriſt, that he may begin to pour 
— his Ointment on me; and then to my Wife, and then 
eſs to my Family, and then to my Brethren, ec, | 
er Jan. 12. On Lefture-Day Morning, I began to feel 
ek my Heart flight and vilify what I was to deliver. But 
the Lord put it into my Mind, that tho' the Truth is a 
w- | poor mean Thing in itſelf, as every Ordinance alſo is; 
to yet very glorious, as it is appointed and ſeparated of 
e; God for his own Ends, Hence I came to ſee the Glory 
ſa pf God's Ordinances, where it did ly; and that was, 
he not in themſelves, but in God's ſanctifying them for 
ng moſt ſweet Ends, to communicate his Preſence and his 
ch lovely Pleaſantneſs, and this Love operating with Power, 
et- Jap. 19. I ſaw my looſe Walking without God; and ſo 
was put to a Stand what to ſay of myſelf. I faw, that 
on Hypocntes are far from humbling, becauſe far from 
elf, Conviction: They hope ſomething there is in them. 
me But I brought my Heart to confider thus, If my State 
er, is good, then there is Cauſe of deeper Mourning for 
is abuſing the Lord ſo good; Or my State is not good, 
ath and then there is Cauſe of Breaking, becauſe I am ſo 
c- etched ſtill; and ſo L went to Prayer. 
ed, 8 Jan. 
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Jan. I. I ſaw God's Wrath kindled againſt Sin; and 
_ I faw, and mourned for the Evil of Sin, ſo bitter 
to him. 
— I was, on the 26th of January, much afectod with 
the Lord's Goodneſs, and broaght near to him. 
Fir, I found many Lets ſtanding between me and 
the Lord in Prayer; as the hiding of his Face, my own 
Heart turned from him. But then I ſaw Chriſt, and 
his Cominand to come Hand-in-hand with him to 
the Father. So that methought I was with God, and in 
his Preſence: And then this Truth came in, That if 
ever I got Good from the Lord in any Ordinance, I 
muſt come into the Preſence of God, and ſet him 


before me, as Cornelius and his Company did, and as in 


Pſal. 8 .- And when I was here, methought it was ſo ſweet 
to pray and make my Moan to the Lord, as a God that 
could and was willing to pity. And ſo I was fo knit to 
God, that I intended never to depart from him again, 
1) 1 ſaw God was my Reft; And hence, why ſhould I 
epart from him to any other Thing, in regard of Ins 
Goodneſs? (2) I ſaw the Riches of Fs Mercy: Hence I 
came to get my Conſcience at Reſt, and to believe he 
would hear me, and be with me. (3) I faw his Glory: 
And hence ſaw my whole Life fhonld reſt there, in acting 
for, and honouring of him, who alone was —_— | 
Jan. 28. I conſidered, being in his Preſence, what 7 
did want? And it came in thus. (1) I did want Light, 
even fo much as to make me beheve ſtedfaſtly. (2) So 
much Faith as to make me cleave to God antly, 
6) For Want of this I departed from God. (4) By 
parting, all Woe came amain upon me; both Sin and 
Miſery. And fe I underſtood, better than before, how 
Unbelief was the Cauſe of all Woe. | 
Jan. 30. When 1 was in Meditation, I faw, Whey 
Chrift was prejent, ail A were preſent ; as where 
any were without Chriſt preſent, there all Sorrows were. 
I faw how little of Chriſt was preſent in me. 1 
ſaw I did not ceaſe to be and live of myſelf, chat Chriſt 
might be and live ip me. i i C was 0.4 


* 
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tounſe), direct, und that 1 ſhould be wholly difideny 
of myſelf, and careful for this, that he might be all ro 
me. Hence 1 bleſſed Chriſt for ſhewing me this, and 
mourned for the Want of it. 

At the ſame Time I ſaw his Will, and bow is was my 
Sin ſo to pray, as 10 think to bring God's Will to mine, 
with a ſecret Murmuring or Thinking. Tis in vain to 
ſeek, if the Lord do not ſo, For what is this but Pride 
and to command Chriſt, and to be above him, as if 
were wiſer than he? But I ſaw the Work of Prayer 
was, to bring my Will to his. And this gave me much 
Light, and ſet — Heart in a ſweet Frame. And hence 
I underſtood that Place, Whatſoever we atk according to 
his Will, he heareth us. And this, not only when we 

y according to his Will of Precept and Promiſe, but 
4 we have done, to bring our Wills to his ſweet So- 
vereign Will, let him do with me what he pleaſe; which 
is his Will of Sovereignty. Now in the Time of Prayer, 
J confider'd, Why the Lord ſhould command me to 
Pardon, Peace, Brokenneſs of Heart, . And I con- 
fider'd, that it muſt needs be, that he might give me the 
Thing promiſed. (1) Becanſe his comman Wilt is 
ever attended with a Promiſe. (z) Becauſe it was for 
his Glory, as well as my Good, that I ſhould ask. And 
hence he would give certainly, when I did ask, 
ally being ſet on by his Command. Hence my Heart 
was much moved and melted, to conſider of my Un- 
belief paſt, and how much I had diſhonoured Chrift, 
thus to think of him, and to maintain hard Thoughts 
of him, that he will not hear. And fo began that Dey 
of Faſt, to believe, exc. 

February 1. When I was on my Bed a Mt Mor- 
»ing, the Lord let me ſee, I was nothing elſe but a Maſs 
of Sin, and that all I did was very vile. Which 
when my Heart was ſomewhat touched with, immedi» 
ately the Lord revealed himſelf to me in his Fulneſs. of 
Goodueſs with much ſweet Affection. The Lord 
by 2 and let me ſee, there was Strength in him 
to ſuecour me, Wiſdom to guide, Mercy in him _ 
. qui 
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* quicken, Chriſt to ſatisfy: And ſo I faw all my Good 


was there, as all Evil was in myſelf. Hereupon I began 
to entertain Thoughts of the Glory of this Mercy, if 
the Lord would become mine; ſo that I ſhould be 


ſtrong with God's Strength, and live by God's Life, and 


be guided by Gods Wildom, c. And ſhould become 
his, for him to take Care for me, and love me, and Ito 


pitch my Thought and Heart on him. I confidered; 


this would be an Exchange of wonderful Love, for me 


to have God and not myſelf, and God to have me and 
give me himſef]. —-- | 


I aroſe with theſe Thoughts, and had ſome Purpoſes 


to confider more of them. And on Monday Night, the 


ſame Day in Prayer and Meditation, theſe Thoughts 
came in from the Experience which 1 found then; viz. 
(i) I faw all Fulneſs in God of all the Good 1 did 
need; and ſo all my Good, or what might be good for 
me, there: And fo confider'd, that the firſt Thing the 
Lord reveals to draw the Soul to himſelf, is the Fulneſs 
of Grace in himſelf. * | 
; (2) Being doubting, Is this mine or no? I then con- 
fidered, that the Lord did invite me to come to him, be- 

e I ſaw that his Word did not bid me depart from 
him. And methought, in confidering this, the Lord's 
Woes Come, poor Creature, was ſo {weet, that I came 
to him. 


(3) Being thus come 1 confidered, I muſt cleave to 


him, and be knit to him. And then the Remembrance 


of this, that all my Good, All was in him, made me ſo 
to do, in ſome Meaſure, with dear Aﬀections. 


(4) Cleaving thus to him, I confidered, whether he 
was become mine now, and I his? And here I ſtuck 
a while, being loth to fancy ſuch a Thing, and becauſe 
ke did not cleave to me, as I could feel. But the Night 
after, God returned this Anſwer, 

r) That he had applied himſelf to me, becauſe he 
had drawn me to himſelf, who elſe could never have 
come. And hence, if he pitied me when far from, 
much more being now near to him, (2) Becauſe of the 
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Riches and Fulneſs of his tender Grace, being come he 
would let it out. (3) Becauſe of his Promiſe, Him that 
cometh 1 will in nowiſe caſt out; and Hoſ. xiv. 4, 5. 

Feb, 9. I conſidered, When I could not bring Chrift's 
Will to mine, 1 was to bring mine to his. But then it 
muſt be thus. (1) That if ever he gives my Deſire, it 
will be infinite Mercy, and fo his Will is good. (2) If 
he doth not, yet that I deſerved to be croſs'd, and to feel 
nothing but Extremity. 

Feb. 14. When there was a Church Meeting to be re- 


| ſolved about our going away |[ viz. to Matabeſeck.] I 


looked on myſelf as poor, and as unable to reſolve my- 
ſelf, or to guide others, or myſelf in any Action, as 2 
Beaſt: And I faw myſelf, in reſpect of Chriſt, as bru- 
tiſh, as a Brute is in reſpect of Man: And hence, (t) I 
left myſelf on Chriſt's Wiſdom. (2) I underſtood the 
Meaning of Prov. xxx. That, tho' Agur knew he had 
Wiſdom, yet in reſpect of Chriſt he was brutiſß; and 
alſo in reſpect of Man. As it is ſaid, There is none good 

but God; and when God is called only wiſe. 
Feb. 15. I was in Prayer, and in the Beginning of it, 
that Promiſe came in, Seek me and you ſhall live, Hag. i. 
Hereupon I ſaw, I had Cauſe to ek him only, alway; 
becauſe there was nothing elſe good, and becauſe he was 
alway good. And my Heart made choice of G OD 2 
lone, and he was a ſweet Portion to me. And I began 
to ſee how well I could be, without all other Things, 
with him; and ſo learnt to live by Faith. Only it came 
in, Why did I not defire to live with him alone in Hea- 
ven? And I faw my Heart very apt to comfort itſelf in 

other Things beſides him. 5 
Feb. 16. I ſaw my Heart was not prepared to die, be- 
cauſe I had not ſtudied to wean my Heart from the World ; 
but I faw and ſought, (1) The Glory of it. (2) The 
Reſt and Peace of it. (3) The Joy of it. When the 
Truth is, I ſhould, (1) See a greater Glory and Honour 
of the Father in Heaven, and be weaned from that. (2) I 
fhould ſeek Reſt there only. (3) I ſhould joy with that 
Joy only. O Loid, help me to to * and to pray for 
it 
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the Lord made me ſee nothing but Shame to belong to 
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it, and ſtudy it daily! For what is the Glory, Peace, 0 
Reſt, Joy of the World, a Creature, a periſhing Thing e 
to that of a God ? c 

Feb. 23. On Bed J confidered, how ſweetly the Lord 
was ſometimes with me, and ſo how I ſhould preſerve 


that Spirit and go forward: But I faw that any little Bu- [ 


ſineſs, a little Forgetfulneſs, ſet Chriſt's Work backward t 
again; which was ſad to me. ſi 

Feb. 23. At Night, after Lecture, I ſaw my Vilenefs, [7 
and ſaw, I was not to ſeek myſelf in Prayer. And hence 


* 
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me. And hence praying for the Church, 1 asked my 
Soul, whether thoſe Prayers could be heard? And I found 
an Anſwer, The Lord will hear the Prayer of the Humble, 
will not deſpiſe their Cry. Which did ſweetly chear my 
Heart, to ſee my Soul built on ſuch Promiſes as David did 
uſually comfort himſelf withal: For I cry, For I truſt in 
thee, For I am deſtitute, he will hear the Cry of the Humble. 
Feb. 24. I ſaw how apt I was to think myſelf ſome- 
thing. And the Lord put me on humbling Work, to ſee 
I was worſe than nothing, and to ſeek no other Advance- 
ment, or Honour, but Mercy, if I might find that; 
which I thought was a great, yet holy Ambition. | 
March 2. J was caſt down with the Sight of our Un- t 
worthineſs in this Church, deſerving to be utterly waſted. i 1 
But the Lord filled my Heart with a Spirit of Prayer, not 1 
only to deſire ſmall Things, but with an holy Boldneſs to & 
deſire great Things for God's People here, and for my- 
ſelf; wiz. That I might live to ſee all Breaches'made up, 
and the Glory of the Lord upon us; and that I might 
not die, but live to ſhew forth God's Glory to this and} 
the Children of the next Generation. And ſo ] roſe from 
Prayer with ſome Confidence of an Anſwer. (1) Becauſe 
I faw Chriſt put it into my Heart to ask.—-(2) Becauſe 
he was true to hear all Prayer. 
March 13. 1 purpoſed to walk daily more cloſely with 
God, according to the Rule. 
March 15. The Lord let in much Light. Many ſweet 
Truths I wrote down, He made me allo caſt the Church 
« on 
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on Chtiſt's Care and Love, as being his Charge. I reſolv- 
ed to hang faſt about Chriſt, and to love him cearly, be- 
cauſe of his Goodneſs, as knowing none like him. 
March 17. I began to queſtion, Whether Chriſtians ge- 
nerally were ſo good as they ſeemed to be? I thought, 
[1] They were not ſo good as the Lord would have them 
to be, from two Arguments. (1) From the Want of Aſ- 
ſurance generally among Men; which argues God is 


angry, when he doth not appear according as he doth uſe 
to do to them who love his Name. (2) Becauſe Men are 


better generally under the Rod, than under Mercy. We 
ſee what an admirable Spirit there is under fore Afflictions, 
which Men cannot attain to, or keep, but then. Now, 
[2dly] i thought that Men were not ſo good as they ap- 

ear to be, (i) Becauſe wy few are recovered to that 

rame before Death, which God will bring them to, that 
get Aſſurance. Few recover Holineſs by Mercy, or feel 
the eternal Good of ſore Afflictions. (2) Becauſe many 
eminent Profeſſors fall off, and fall away. If they con- 
tinue long, by ſome Trial or other they are made tranſpa- 
rent. (3) Becauſe, tho' others of leſs Holineſs may be 
upright ; yet for us that have more Means, not to be more 
holy and humble, nay not ſo humble and holy as thoſe 
that want Means, cannot ſtand with Uprightneſs, general- 
ly. My Counſel therefore is, Let all rake Heed of bein 
led by Example of Men, and thinking, We are good, 
becauſe we are like them that be ſo. 

March 18. I faw, if my Mind acted, it ſpun nothin 
but Deceit and Deluſion. f my Will and Afﬀettions acted, 
there was nothing but dead Works, Oh! howdo I need 
Chriſt to live in me? Yet I ſaw, if a Man hatheyes and 
Light, he will not lean to another to lead him and carry 
him, as when he wants both. So here, I ſaw the Lord 
made me live by Faith, by making me feel a Want of 
both, to diſtruſt myſelf and truſt more unto the Lord. 

March 19. Aſter a Day of Faſt, As I ſaw in the Day, 
that | had Cauſe to weep exceedingly for my Sin, becauſe 
it did he fo heavy, not only on the Father, but upon the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that they were ſo wroth with me, that 
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they hid their Faces; and hence I ſaw that Sin lay heavy 
on their Hearts, and that therefore they were not only 
angry, but left me to my Sin, which cauſed ſome Sorrow. 
So after the Day, I ſaw and ſaid, As Pride was my Sin, 
ſo Shame (ſhould be my Portion. And many Fears I had 
of Elis Puniſhment for not reproving Sin in Mr, E. when 
I ſaw it, and that ſharply.— And here I ſaw that God 
may, anddoth ſometimes, make ſome one godly Man a 
Terror and dreadful Example of outward Miſeries ; that 
all others may. fear that be godly, left his Commands 
ſhould be lighted, as he did by Fli. And ſo I faw, the 
Lord might juſtly never let my Sins be purged away by 
Sacrifice. 

March 20. My Heart was much affected with the Riches 
of God's Mercy, in reading Fer. xxxvi. 3. That the very 
Threatning of God to deſtroy, is to make Men return 
and pray, and ſo live: Which is deep and dear Mercy. 
And that the Lord deals thus with ſuch as are almoſt 
Hopeleſs, Yet if there be any Hope, the Lord pitieth ; It 
may be they will return. Which made me, that Morning, 
in Prayer to pour out my Heart in true and plain Confeſ- 
ſion of my Vileneſs, which I knew, with Grones for Grace. 

1641. April 2d and 3d. I was earneſt in Prayer for | 
God's Favour and Love, and doubting of it for myſelf 
and others, becauſe I looked to God's ſecret Decree; at 
laſt I ſaw it was God's Decree in the Goſpel, and his 
Will, that whoſoever comes to Chriſt ſhould have Life 
and Favour, and ſo anſwer to all Prayers for himſelf and 
others; which gave me ſome ſweet Aſſurance ! 

After this, I ſaw the Lord might deny all our Prayers 
for outward Things. I begg'd therefore for Mercy : And 
that being granted, I had an End of all my Suits and Re- 
queſts for myſelf and others: And there my Heart ſtayed. 

April 4th and 5th. On Sabbath- Morning (April 4th) 
J ſaw the Lord frowning on me in ſeveral Providences. 

1. That he was hid from me, whoſe Face elſe would 
ſhine brighter on me, than Ten Thouſand Suns. 

2. That he was angry with my Prayers, and had been, 
and is ſtill, angry. 

3. No- 
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3. Nothing I did, nay none under my Shadow proſpered. 


4. I ſaw I wanted Wiſdom for my Place, to guide others. 

5. I faw1 wanted a Spirit of Life within, to make me 
exemplary without. | 

6. I faw I wanted the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
that I was not mighty in Word and Spirit, and in Admi- 
niſtrations. 

7. 1 faw a fecret Eye I had to my Name in all I did; 
for which 1 judged myſelf worthy of Death, but I did 
not grow weaned from all created Glory, from Honour, 
Wiſdom, Eſteem of others, exc. + 
* April 5. 1 faw I did not remember the Sins of my 
Youth; nay the Sins of one Day I forgot the next Day; 
and fo I ſpent my Time. 

I was on my Bed praying this Morning, and-the Lord 
helped me to pour out my Heart before him. AndIfaw, 
I could plead nothing in myſelf in regard of any Worthineſs 
and Grace, or any Thing in regard of God's Providence, 
or Promiſe ; but only his good Pleaſure. I ſaw it was not 


if I will, but if he will, then I ſhould ſee and believe and 


live. And here I hung, pleading, how good; how piti- 
ful and tender, how free this Will was. I faw it ſtood im- 
moveable, till it moved itſelf toward me. I faw God's 
Will was, that Hhould come; but 1 was af aid of mine 


own Activity and Working; and hence pleaded, Lord 


turn me, draw me, and I ſhall come! And fo I 

ged for my Wife, Child, Friends, Church, with Earneſt- 
neſs, that the Lord would give us but Mercy, and not 
ſuffer his Name to pe polluted by us and by our Debts, 
though he ſhould not honour himſelf by- us! And if 
Mercy would make us poor and vile, bleſſed be it.. 
And if it would lead us ind carry us to ſome other Place, 


and cover and over-ſhadow us, bleſſed be it. And I had 


ſecret Hints, that theſe Prayers from our Wants Were but 
Preparations for future Mercies; and that we ſhould ſee 


is Glory in the Land of the Living. _ Then I began 

to ariſe after Prayer, without Faith as I thought, yet lea- 

ving all to his Grace, But the Lord ſhewed me, wont 
45 e 
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be had come to me and ſtirred up 1 (1) Accordin 
to his own Will; (2) For his own Ends. For though 
fought myſelf, yet ſeeing this, I entreated the Lord to 

orify himſelf, and make us like unto his. And then I 

w, how great a Sin it was to make Feeling a Ground and 
Cauſe of my Faith. And I alſo thought, how exceed- 
ingly I ſhould honour Jeſus Chriſt, if I did believe, before 
I Jelt; How I ſhould honour the Truth of Chrift who 
hath ſaid, he is one that hears Prayers.-—— I ſaw alſo a 
ſecret Diſtemper of my Heart, how I grew faint in Prayer, 
contrary to the Rule, Late xviii. viz. not only by Diſ- 
couragement, but alſo by Encouragement, and Enlarge- 
ment and Aﬀections in Prayer. 

April 10. I had many Thoughts which came in to preſs 
me to give myſelf to Chriſt Jeſus, which was the dear 
beſt Thing I had. And I ſaw, If when J gave myſelf to 
- Chriſt, he would give himſelf to me again, that it would 
be a wonderful Change: To have the bottomleſs Foun- 
tain of all Good communicated to me. Thus two or 
three Days I was exerciſed about this. And at laſt, 
(which was the Day before I fell fick on the Sabbath) in 
my Study, I was put to a double Queſtion, (1) Whether 
Chriſt would take me, if I gave myſelf to him? (2) Whe- 
ther I might take him again upon it? And I relolved to 
ſeek an Anſwer to both from God, in Meditation. So 
after Dinner on the Saturday, 

April 11. I gave myſelf up to the Lord thus; 

1. I acknowledged, all I had or was, was his own; 
(as David ſpake of their Offerings) and ſo I acknowledged 
him the Owner. 

2. I refigned not only my Goods and Eſtate, but Child, 
Wife, Church and Self unto the Lord, out of Love, as 
being the beſt and deareſt Things which I have. 

3. I prized it as the greateſt Mercy, if the Lord would 
take them, and ſo defired the Lord to do it. | 

4. I defired him to take all for a threefold End, (1) To 
do with me what he would, (2) To love me, (3) To 
honour himſelf by me, and by all mine. 

5. Becaule there is apt to be a ſecret Reſervation 8 our 

jcem- 
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ſeeming Defires, That the Lord ſhould do all; and the 
Soul gives up itſelf to the Lord, but tis that the Lord 
may pleaſe my Will, and love me; and if he doth not 
pleaſe me, then the Heart dies: Hence I gave up 
Will alſo into the Lord's Hand, to do with it what he 
leaſes. 

F 6. I gave up alſo my whoriſh Luſts ; but that he might 
take them away. 

7. That he would keep me alſo from all Sin and Evil. 

Thus I gave myſelf to the Lord; but then I queſtioned, 
(2) Will the Lord take me? 

Anſ. 1. 1 faw that the Lord defired and commanded 
me to give him my Heart. 

2. Ifaw that this was pleaſing to him, as the contra- 
ry Ar a 

3. I ſaw that it was fit for him to take me, and do what 
he would with me. | s 

But then I did queſtion, Will the Lord receive me, an4 
take me to do me good everlaſtingly ? Becauſe I gave up o 

As 


Friends, and the whole Church to the Lord alſo, 


did myſelf; And will the Lord take all them ? 

Anſw, Here I ſaw the great Privilege of Men, and 
Wiſdom of God, in his committing ſome Mens Souls to 
the care of one godly Man, of a publick Spirit; becauſe 
he, Moſes-like, commends them, gives them, returns 
them all to the Lord again, and ſo a World of Good is 
communicated for his Sake. g 

3d. Queſtion was; But might 1 take the Tord? And 
my | Kr | 
Anſwer was, If the Lord did apprehend and take me 
to himſelf, then I might take him, for I had no other to 
lay hold on. | 

April 13. J queſtioned, whether the Lord could par- 
don ſome Sins, or would? And I was made to caſt my 
Eye upon the Goſpel, Rom. 3. 25. Whom God hath [et 
out, to be a Propitiation, throu þ Faith in his Blood. 
This Faith 1 ſaw to be nothing Ale, but Receiving God 
Kindneſs and ſpecial Favour with my whole Heart ; an 
ſo'was quite oppoſite to doing. And herein, methought, 

Va the 
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the exceeding Riches of God's Grace appeared, That ho 


ſhould now, after all Wrongs done againſt him, offer þ 
ſpecial Love, and require me only to take it, and Poſ- t 
ſeſſion of it: And ſo I felt my Heart receive it with m c 
whole Spirit, with all my Heart. Only I queſtioned, 
Will the Lord receive me with his Hand again, when I re- \ 
eceive it? And I ſaw, that the Lord had bound himſelf by c 
Promiſe ſo to do, and I prayed that he would do ſo to me. } 
April 14 When I was at Prayer (having on my Bed f 
that Morning ſeen how ſweet a Thing it was to be ever near 


the Lord, and thereby filled with holy, ſweet Affections 
unto God) I ſa and I ſorrowed alittle for my Sins and 
vile Nature, which was ever carrying and haling me 
from God, the Fountain of all Goodneſs and Love; the 
Bleſſedneſs of which, when any ſee, they cannot but 
mourn for their Sin. * 

April 15. When I looked over the day, I ſaw how 
4 fell ſhort of God and Chriſt, and how 1 had ſpent one 
Hour unprofitably. And why ? Becauſe, though the 
Thing 1 did was good, yet becauſe I intended not God in 
it as my laſt End, and did not ſet my Rule before me, 
and ſo ſet myſelf to pleaſe God, therefore I was unprofi- 
table: And ſo I defired to be humbled for it. And fo I 
faw the Nature of Fruirfulneſs, that it conſiſted in acting 
for God with Singleneſs of Heart, 

I obſerved my Heart in walking according to Rule; 
but I aw it fall off. And this I learned, that when a 
Man ſets himſelf to walk by Rule, he will either fay I 


April 16. I ſaw my Example did (1) Teach, (2) en- 
courage, (3) counſel, (4) confirm others in Sin. 

April 18. On Sabbath, I found my Heart full of En- 
mity, and I ſaw it was Satan that filled it; when I ſhould 
with Fear have heard what. God ſpake, and with Care 
received the Word, and kept it in my Heart, by which 
Chriſt himſelf comes in; as I ſaw by Temptation Satan 
entred into wicked Men's Hearts: But the Lord humbled 
my Soul in ſome Meaſure, and made me defire Pardon 
and Healing ot Satan's Wound by his Mercy in 3 

| Apri 
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"April 28. I ſaw God would accept me for Chriſt's Sake ; 
but 1 feared much, I might not take Chriſt aright. Hence 
this came to my Mind, That to take Chriſt becauſe be 
commands me ſo to do, is no 8 | 

(1) Becauſe this honours him. (2) Becauſe he that will 
ſubmit to one Command thus, will ſubmit to all. (3) Be- 
cauſe 1 ſaw, that he that lets in Chriſt's Command into 
his Heart, receives Chriſt ; and he that receives one Com- 
mand thus, receives all Chriſt, and all the Commands of 
Chriſt, 

April 25, While I was at the Word, I ſaw I had a wild 


Heart, Which was as hard to ftand and abide before the 


Preſence of God in an Ordinance, as a Bird before an 
Man. The Church begs all, and Chriſt doth all; becauſe 
ſhe is poor, and he is rich; ſhe is weak, and he is ſtr 
Prayer ſets Chriſt on upon his Church's Adverſaries. 
April 28. J finding my Heart reſt on Chriſt, and 
ably quieted there ; hence, when I ſaw the outward good 
Things which others did enjoy, I was ſweetly comfort- 
ed with this, (yet I have Chriſt, and uſt is mine, 
* others have other Things. r 
April 29. I faw this Diſtemper (when I faw any ſudden 


Anger) viz, That I was troubled at that which croſſed me, 


not Chrift, and pleaſed only with that which Lo my- 
ſelf and not Chriſt Jeſus. For 5 In all Wrongs and 
Croſſes there is a double Croſs, (1) That which crofſeth 
me: (2) That which croſſeth Chriſt. [2] In all good 
Things there is, 1. Somewhat that pleaſeth me : 2. Some 
what that pleaſeth Chriſt. My Heart is pleaſed or troubled 
as Things pleaſe or trouble me, without my having any due 
Regard to Chriſt; and that is my Sin. 

April 30. I queſtioned, whether any Sin was a greater 
Evil than Unbelief? And I faw that Union to Chrift was 
my greateſt Good : Hence Unbelief is a greater Sin than 
any other Sin. And here I ſaw God's rich Grace that 
had not only made my Diſunion from Chriſt by Unbelicf 
a Miſery, butalfo the greateſt Sin, as being croſs to his 
Command : Andhereby my Heart was affected. And 
I faw that whatever my 1 rh yet now there was no 


Sin 


— 
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in ike Diſunion from Chriſt by Unbelief; and that I ought 
ot to commit the greateſt Sin in departing from Chriſt, J 

cauſe of leſs Sins againſt the Law. For it was an un- I 

akable Mercy to make my Union to Chriſt the greateſt 

od; 2 reateſt Good. 1. Becauſe I can never in this 
145 er ety ey and cleaveto the Will of Chriſt. 

2. Becauſz if that be Bleſſedneſs, then once bleſſed, 
always bleſſed: So once united ever united. So l ſaw 
the Goſpel, in commanding me to believe, did command j 

ne to partake of the greateſt Bleſſedneſs; and who 
would not be glad of that? Adam's Happineſs was, to 
4% God's Will; but ours, to cleave to God in Chriſt, 
© May 5. I ſaw 1 was without all Senſe, as well as Sight 

God, eſtranged from the Life of God: For I ſaw I re- 

ected Man more than God, to pleaſe him rather than 

od. And why ſo? Becauſe I was ſenſible of the Pre- 


Separation Fi Diſunion from my Husband and my Þ 
God, and that we two were now parted, who had been 
nearer together once. And I ſaw (though not deeply) 
What my Iniquities are, to p efer the Creature above the 
Creator blefled for ever: A .d as the Life is, the Senſe is. 
May 6. The Lord Jeſus revealed himſelf thus to me, 
VIZ That he was Mercy and Love to all meek, humbled, 
believing Sinners that came to him; 10 he was Fire and 
Wrath againſt all obſtinate Sinners, that would not bow to 
him; but go on in their Sin, And ſo I fatisfied that | 
Doubt; when my Heart ſaid, Why ſhall I he troubled 
for Sin, ſeeing God in Chriſt takes it not much to Heart, 
but forgives, bears, pardons, and he was all Loye and no 
Wrath in him? I replied again, He is ſo to all meek 
ones, that ſtop, ſtoop and yield: But he takes the leaſt 
Sin exceedingly to Heart and very ill, when Men will 
o on in it, My Heart was much comforted with the 
Knowledge of this, and wrought to ſome more . and 
ove 


icc of Man. So if I had committed any Sin againſt Man, ! 
ſhould be aſhamed ; but I bluſh not before God. I Was 
not ſenſible of his Glory, Majeſty, Beauty and Love.! 
And hence I had no Senſe of Sin, becauſe I had no Senſe I * 
of God. —And hence with Sadneſs I ſaw my Widow-like i © 
f 
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Love to him, and reſolved to give up myſelf to him.— 
I faw alſo the Greatneſs of Sin, to ſtrike him by it, who 
is the Glory of Heaven and Earth, and who takes it ex- 
ceeding ill at my Hands, if I do, or eſpecially 8 in 
it. The Lord alſo preſs'd my Spirit to pleaſe Chriſt i 
every Ting; not in ſome Things only, but to be ev 
pleafing him.—I taw alſo, that I was not in good earn 
defirous that Chriſt would take away Sin by the Loſs 


of Name or Goods, Cc. 


May 7. I faw in Prayer, that before J, or any other, 
couſs ſeek or ſerve the Lord, 1 was to ſet up the Lord in the 
Throne of my Mind and Heart, both in his Greatneſs and 
in his Goodneſs to me, And the Lord gave me ſome 
Glimpſe of both that Motning; yet I faw that all was 
little enough to make me ſeek him and ſerve him. For 
I aw my Heart averſe from his Will, and that the Lord 
muſt be exceeding great and dear in my Heart, or 1 
it would never ſeek and ſerve him. And ſo I conſidered, 
If it be ſo hard to ſeek the Lord when he is ſet up, how 
difficult to ſeck or ſerye him when he 1s caſt down? 
Surely if there be any Services or Seckings without ſet- 
ting up the Lord, they are Hypocriſies. 1 

I faw alſo, how great my Sin would be, not to be at» 
quainted and grow familiar with the Lord; when h 
hath humbled himſelf into my Fleſh for that End, — 
to make a near Conjunction between himſelf and me. 
For we are joined to Man, wha is Fleſh of our Fleſh, 
ſooner, than with an Angel, or with God. When the 
Devil comes to make a Covenant, he aſſumes the Shape 
of a Man. And here I faw that our Union is firſt to 
the humane Nature, and ſo to the Divine; Becauſe the 
Divine Nature comes down into the humane, that it 
may be a. Mean of Conjunction of the Soul to God, 
and of God to the Soul. And I ſaw, that as we arg 
ſooner conjoined to Man; ſo God in Man js ſooner. con- 
Joined, or he more cally conjoins himſelf to us, who 
is filled with real humane Bowels for that End, and hath 
ſuffered that no Juſtice might ſtop him in his Work. i 

J conſidered, that when Prayer is vehement for a Ble, 


ſong, 
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ſong, and our Humiliation and Breaking from Sin is ſuu- 
able to our Affection, God ever anſwers them. Hence, 
let Men obſerve, if they are earneſt for any outward 
Blefling, and their Hearts are ftirred up ſo as to believe 
they ſhall have it, let them ſee if their Humiliation was 
. Hence alſo tis, that when the Lord 

enies us, tis ever to humble us, which is Mercy; and 
we ſhall ſee that we have moſt need of that. And hence 
alſo when humbled, we may reap the Fruit of Prayers 
made many Years before. 

On Saturday [May 8] at Night 1 ſaw Union to God 
to be the greateſt Gaod ; and my Sin in not cleaving wholly 
to bim with all my Heart, the Height of all Sin, from 
Hof. x. 1. Hence in Prayer I ſaw Sin my greateſt Evil. 
x. Becauſe it had ſeparated me from the greateſt Good. 
2. Becauſe it kept my Heart with a ſecret Love to it, 
from returning again to him as my greateſt Good, — 
7 Nay I faw that it made me make my Death my 

ife; viz. Neglect of living and acting for God my very 


Damnation my Salvation: Hence I mourned — 
May 12. When 1 was ſtirred up to give Thanks for & 
Mercy, I was put to a ſtand, Why not for Evils as well? 
Seeing both were from God's Will. And the Lord put 
it into my Heart to ſee, that it is becauſe God's chiefeſt, 
deareſt Attribute is honoured more that Way. And fo 
I faw I was not to be thankful becauſe the Bleſſing ſuited 
me, but becauſe God's deareſt and moſt beloved Attri- 
bute of Grace and Mercy was glorified hereby. 

I faw alſo, bow one Sin begat another in this Country, 
and we did not ceaſe to increaſe therein. And hence I 
faw, what juſt Cauſe the Lord had to ſtrike us with ſore 
and great Wants, and yet how, if Sip were repented of 
by preaching againſt it, the Lord would return. So I 
faw it my Duty to preach againſt them. 

May 18. In Prayer I was aſhamed that I ſhould not 
ſerve the Lord, as I had done my Luſt and my Sin. 

I faw alſo that God was beforehand with Men. (1) In 
that he had reconciled the World to himſelf, (2) * 
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he did beſeech them to be reconciled. Now I faw that 
all the Work did lie upon Man. For it the Party offend- 
ed firſt ſeek to be Friends, I need not call in Queſtion his 
Willingneſs, but my own wicked Maliciouſneſs. Here I 
ſaw, that if it beſo with Man, and he do not come in to 
him that ſeeks for Favour, tis either (1) from Contempt; 
or (2) Anger, quareting at his Dealing; or (3) Malice, 
yet the Lord wraps up all in one Word, Enmuy. 

May 21. In Prayer I defired two Things, (1) That 
God only might be ſweet, (2) That his Will might be 
mine. At which Time it came into my Heart, If you 
fincerely deſire theſe two, you will defire to be in Hea- 
ven, where theſe two are fully perfected. For I faw 
though Death was naturally terrible, yet I ſecretly re- 
joiced to think of that infinite Mercy, when God alone 
ſhall fill my Soul with his immediate Infiniteneſs. 

On the Sabbath, May 23, I came to a ſerious Con- 
ſideration, What Sins were between God and me, that 
eclipſed his Love? and I ſaw my Evils, and reſolved with 
more Care to walk with him, and to be humbled for 
Evils paſt. .And found my Heart in looking on thoſe 
Duties I was to do, to be afraid, left I ſhould fail in the 
Performance of them. And fo I ſaw, if 1 laid the Evi- 
dence of my Salvation on my Works, it would be vari- 
ous and uncertain, as my gracious Works were: And yet 
on the other Side, I ſaw that if I did not walk holily in 
all Things before God, I ſhould not,. I could not have 
Aſſurance of my good Eſtate, So that here I wasat ſome 
Stand, And in muſing thus, the Twenty-fifth Pſalm came 
to Mind, wherein God promiſeth the meet and humble 
to ſhew them his Covenant. And ſol ſaw the Lord at that 
Time revealing his Covenant unto me; on which I was 
to build my Aſſurance, not on my Performance of that 
Covenant by my own Strength and Graces. Now God's 
Covenant 1 ſaw thus ; 


1. I faw him call me to himſelf, that he might make 
good his everlaſting Covenant; So I came. 

2. I faw that his Covenant was, that he would pardon, 
heal and work all the Works, of bis People. 


3. 1 


what good Reaſon there was that, as I had ſtruck the 
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3. I ſaw he would do all this for me, if I would by 

ig n and reſt upon the Grace of his Covenant 
o to do. 

4. This Dependence on him to fulfil his Covenant, to 
fanRify, quicken, humble me, exc. I took to be my 
Evidence of Love, though I ſhould fail in Duties, or 
God ſhould leave me juſtly to my Sins. f 

May 29. I was muſing on the Witneſs of the Spirit, 
and I cunfidered as Men had their Voice; ſo that whic 
he ſpake, whoſe Voice is moſt ſweet, is witnefled to the 
Hearts of his People by the ſtill Voice of his Spirit. 

I ſaw alſo that Chriſt lives, and hath overcome Death; 
and hence is ready to quicken all his he died for; not to 
a Life different from his own, but with his own Life, and 
brings them to it, which was mighty thorough God ; and 
this was a ſweet Support to me in Prayer, when I felt a 
Need of Redemption from all Sin by this Life.—So 1 ſaw 
that God did live, when he ſpake, when he quickned, 
and did work; and he was then a living God to me, when 
I heard his Voice and felt his Works upon me and in me; 
— want theſe, was to be eſtranged from the Life of 

od. | | | 

May 30. On Sabbath- Day after Sermon, I ſaw that my 
Sin was, (1) To look on my Miniſtry's Faults, and be 
diſcouraged. (2) To look on their Good, and be puffed 
up. (3) If all was done well, then to look upon them, as 
if they were, Ab ſalom- like; that from the Head to the 

oot of them there was no Blemiſh. But I loathed my- 
ſelf for it, and prayed for everlaſting Bleſſing on them. 


June 3. When Tidings came to me of the caſting away 


of Mrs. Eaton, I did learn this Leſſon; When ever any 
ffliction came, not to rub up my former, old, true 
umiliation, but to be more humbled. For I faw I was 


very apt to do the firſt, And I bleſſed God for the Sight 


of this Truth. 

June 6, On the Sabbath I defired the Lord to bind my 
Hands, or rather cut them off, I mean my vile Will and 
Aﬀettions, whereby I have ſo oft ſmote him. And I law 


Lord 
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Lord with my Will; now when I am convinced of my 
Y I Sin, thoſe Hands ſhould firſt embrace him by Faith that 
have ſmote him; and that 1 ſhould ſtrike myſelf upon 
my Thigh, and mourn for, and mortify my. Sin in abu- 

ou fing the Lord. RE 
* Sane 8. I ſaw it my Duty to be and live in every Place 
= 4; Chriſt in this World: To do that which he would do, 


. and live and walk as he would walk, if here-preſent, - 
ts 1 John ii. 4. We ought to walk as he walked ; eſpecially 

ch , 1. In Love. 2. In Meekneſs. And my Heart was 7 
he much affected with this Truth. And my Heart ſecretly 

| relented to think, that ſeeing Chriſt is not known; 

« 8 1. What Glory would this be to Chriſt? 


4 2. What a Preſence of Chriſt would there be in this 
D Place ? 


nd 3. What ſweet Peace would it yield me when I came 
A. to die, if I ſhould live thus, or ſeek to do ſo? „O Lord 


*« imprint this Image upon me, and give the Spirit of hs 
« thy Son to me. 2 

June 12. I thought if God was the Fountain of all 
Bleſſedneſs, that then (1) My Sins were great which 
ſtop'd it up, that I am ſo miſerable, and (2) That I was 
the more miſerable to ſtand without, and hear of the 
good Things in him, and taſte them not, enjoy them 
not. | 

June 13, On the Sabbath, being weak in my Body and 
Spirits, I asked, © Can God make Uſe of ſuch a yo 
„% Wretch to preach the Goſpel by?“ And I conf — 
Paul, (1) His Preſence was mean. (2) His Utterance 
weak. (3) His Weakneſs much. He was with the 
Theſſalonians in much Weakneſs; and it may be meant 
of bodily Infirmities, as well as bodily Perſecutions. 
(4) The Doctrine he delivered was but common, Repent 
and Believe. $5. He preached this in no Wiſdom of 
Words, but plainly; and yet the Lord accounting him 
he, bleſſed him. So the Lord could do by me moſt 
weak, 
ang June 17. I ſaw that as by Chriſt I had Acceſs to the 
Father, ſo by Faith and Prayer of Faith I had Acceſs to 
tre: * | Chriſt. 


F 
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Chriſt. — Again, I faw how many, if not moſ# Men; 
were led and governed by certain Humours, Hence ſome» 
times Light, ſometimes ſad: And Men were hence te- 
igious in Humour, diſcouraged alſo by the Humours of 

7 alſo brough I to place all 7 

The Lord alſo brought my Soul to place all my Happineſs 
in being one in and with Chriſt, and to have Mita and 

Heart only placed on him. Hence I ſaw, this was Hea- 
ven on Earth. But I conſidered, why ſhould I meddle 
with other Matters then? And I conſidered, I muſt be 
like to Chriſt in da We 9s. Good to others, as well 
as being united to him. And fo I faw that, but for the 
Sake of others, and their Good, I would-meddle no 
more with this World. And this ſet my Heart right, and 
in a ſweet Frame, And I ſaw it was a Sign 1 forge not 
myſelf in a Duty, when I was ( Autarchees | and) ſatiſ- 
fied; filled with God and Chriſt in myſelf. Then all 
my Ads ariſe, not from Indigency and Want in myſelf 
and ſo for myſelf, but for GOD and for the Sake of others. 
I'aw alſo how imprudent I was, and how unwilling 
to any holy Duty, and knew not my Seaſons of adviſing, 
admoniſhing, exc. Hence I ſaw a Need of the Force, 
Energy and Impulſes of the Spirit ſtrongly to preſs me to 
my Way, and carry me on in it; as it did Paul in goin 
to Jeruſalem, and when he was a while at Athens, an 
as it did Cunis r, when he went to the Deſert, Mat. iv. 1. 
®kballei. And hereupon I reſolved to pray for this, as 
Ls might be one ſpecial Aſſurance to me that I was in God's 
Way and doing his Work. 

June 20. On the Sabbath-Day, in reading Be⁊a on the 
6th of Romans, 1 ſaw clearly two Things; (1) That the 
Saints receiving Chriſt by Faith, have good Caule to be at 
perfect Peace in their own Conſcience, there being by 
Chriſt no more Conſcience of Sin. (2) That by this 
Faith, they had by Chriſt's Death Aboliſhment of Sin. 
And I faw that this Faith was an Adherence to Chriſt ; 


| and 


+ 1 One who is the moſt abſolute Poſſeſſor 
of Things: As true Believers are repreſented to be, 1 Cor. iti. 21, 22 
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and ſuch a Kind of Adherence to him, and teſting on 
him, as that the Soul by dear Eſteem and Love clings ſo 
to him, as that it gets into him. Tis fo cloſe an Adhe- 
rence, even as the Branch gets into the Stock. And ſo 
I aw Faith doth not only cleave to Chriſt, but it ſticks 
in Chriſt, and ſo ſucks Life and Vigour from Chriſt by 
Eſteem and Love; and this I prayed for. And by this 
I ſaw, how many fall ſhort of true Faith, whoſe Faith 
never makes them ſtick cloſe unto Chriſt Jeſus. 

June 27. On Sabbath, when I came home, I ſaw the 
Hypocriſy of my Heart; that in my Miniſtry I ſought to 
comfort others and quicken others, that the Glory might 
reflect on me, as well as on God. Hereupon I confi- 
dered, how ill the Lord took this, and how averſe he 
was from this Self-ſceking. By the Sight of which I la- 
boured to be averſe from it myſelf, and purpoſed to carry 
it in Mind as one firong Means to help againſt it for 
Time to come, 

June 27. I was in Prayer perſuaded and ſtirred up to 
remember, that by every Thing I ſhould ſeek to grow hum 
ble, to pick ſomewhat out of all Providences for that End 
becauſe I ſaw my Heart grow lighc ſo 12 And 
farther copſidered, To pick Joy in God, and loathing 
of myſelf in every Thing which I ſaw in him, or in his 
Providence, was the only Way to grow in Grace, and 
improve his Providences aright. | 

June 28. 1 ſaw my Life, Being, Body, Soul, were in 
God, and all Good from him. Hence I ſaw, my Heart 
ſhould be carried only toward him in Love and Delight. 
And I faw from hence my Sin, and the Advantage Sin 
had againſt me was, by Means of the Creature and Plea- 
ſures there. But when I faw all my Good in God, and 
coming from God into them, my Heart was ſweetly 
calmed and endeared to God. And I ſaw how I ought 
to walk with God. And this I found did ſtrengthen me 
againſt Sin, and made me reſolve to be the Lord's. | 

July 2. 1 ſaw I was no Debitor to the Fleſh, to ſerve 
it, either (1) for any Good it ever did me, (2) or b 
any Power over me, by * Juſtice ſatisſied in Chriſt : 
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I ſaw it my Daty, ust only to pray, but to live by Prayer 


and Begging ; for I obſerved how ſome of God's People 
did ſo, Hence I ſaw, I was not to live by Providence 
only, but by Prayer, (1) for myſelf, Body, Soul; (2) for 
my Children, and Family, at home and abroad; (3) for 
the Churches. Hereupon I asked the Queſtion, Would 
the Lord have meto live by Prayer thus? And 1 faw he 
would have me, becauſe he had given me an Heart 
frameable to his Will therein; and it did much refreſh me 
to think, that the Lord ſhould deſire me to live thus, 
as if he took Delight in my ſinful Prayers. And ſo I con- 
fidered, How 1 _ live by Prayer? And I faw'(1) 1 
ſhould ſee what Evils accompany every Thing I go about. 
(2) what Good I need to have conveyed by ever 

ing. There are ſpecial Evils of Sin to be avoided, 
and ſpecial good Things to be conveyed. And I asked, 
Why 1 was to live by Prayer? And I * (1) be- 
cauſe it did honour God, (2) kept me from man 
unknown Evils which elſe would befal me: (3) Becauſe 
elſe 1 could not have Aſſurance any other Prayers ſhould 
be heard, which were not my Life. To pray by Fits is 
not the Way to find Help in Time of Trouble. 

Jul 4 en I was at Meeting to receive in Members, 
I coal of the Reaſon why the Lord helped me to 
pray, and yet did not anſwer me; nay, Things did not ſtix 
nor move, - but rather Things in Church and elſewhere 
in Mens Spirits went worſe and worſe. So I ſaw here- 
by, what need 1 had of all the Prayers of others, and 
to get their Prayers with Faſtings with me for thoſe Bleſ- 
fings which come rr from the Lord. Yet I ſaw the 
Lord could anſwer eaſily and ſuddenly, but he would 
not: And the Reaſon was, (1) Becauſe he did delight in 
my Prayers, and hence he kept me (Muſician-like) ask- 
ing; (2) Becauſe he delighted in the Prayers of many 
together; (3) Becauſe he would let me fee I did need 
the Prayers of others, as well as my own. And I ſaw 
alſo that all Prayers of Faith are heard inſtantly in Hea- 
ven, but many Times they are not heard from Heaven 
until many Shoulders are ſet tothe Work. ' 
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. July J. I aw that notwithſtanding all my Sins, 1 
ſhould ſee there was no Condemnation to me, norſhould 
I fear it; (1) being in Chriſt by Faith; (2) Walking af- 


ter the Spirit, becauſe I reſiſted and mourned under the 


Fleſh and Body, of Death, as Paul did, Yet I faw, I 
ſhould look upon all my Sins with an Eye of Lamenta- 
tion, as being (x) croſs to God, (2) ſo contrary to the 
Life of Chriſt in me. For I ſaw that I made a Difference 
of ſome Sins in a Chriſtian; (1) Some did cauſe God's 
Fatherly Anger, and were more wilful, and Conſcience 
upbraided me for them; (2) Others were Weakneſſes, 
for which Chriſt pitied me. And here my Heart began 
to think, What need of ſuch bitter Mourning for them ? 
Now I ſaw, the Apoſtle (Rom. vii.) mourned alike for 
all. He feared none for Condemnation; he mourned 
for all with bitter Lamentation, So I was ſweetly en 
lightned, and purpoſed thus to walk; and not to mourn 
only for ſuch Sins, as did hide the Face of my God, but 
for Sin in general, which goes againſt his Life, yea, is 
contrary to the End of Chriſt's Death, and croſs to the 
Will of God. And I ſaw it my Duty to mourn, and 
that bitterly, with unutterable daily Sighings, under them. 
July 8. I wastempted to think that I had been out of 
my Way in occaſioning any ito come to this Wilderne 
among ſo many Snares. Yet conſidering, that through 
God's Providence we, were fallen here; I ſaw it was my 
Duty, and a it ſhould be my Work, to do all that 
I coutd, and be the more earneſt with God in Prayer, and 
to fingere Fortunam, make the beſt of what is, becauſe 
bad at beſt. | 
I faw alſo, how ſome godly Men and Friends, who, 
— they were ſincere, yet were very weak, = 
could not go thorow the preſent Temptations of the 
Place of Wants, cc. with that Contentedneſs and Sweet- 
neſs of Spirit, as was meet: And when I ſaw that poſ- 
ſibly it might not come from Want, but Weaknels « of 
Grace only; my Bowels yearned towards Chriſt's weak 
ones, and I was ſecretly raiſed up with Hopes, that the 
Lord Jeſus would pity them, becauſe they were weak 
2 an 
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and faint, and would lead thoſe gently who were with 
Young. And it was ſpecial Ground of Faith and Prayer 
for them. 

July 9. Being ſuddenly ſurpriſed by a Sin before the 
Sacrament, my Conſcience was awakned, and my Heart 
checkt me for it. Yet the Lord turned the Meditation 
of the Evil of this Sin to great Good to me, viz. Not 
only to ſet my Heart againſt it, and ail other Sins, but 
the Lord thereby let in a moſt glonous Light (as I 
thought) of his Goſpel, and of the Way of believing 
forPardon, more than ever I had; which was this: 

I faw that the Nature and Practice of a Man awakened 
with Sin was this, viz. when Conſcience ſmites him 
with the Fear and Terror of God, © Doſt think God 
«© loves thee, or hath ſanctified thee, who doſt ruſh 
« upon ſuch Exils again and again? No he is angry with 
- © thee for thy Sin.” Hereupon the Heart being deſirous 

of Favour thinks ſecretly thus; As Sin hath provoked 
God's Anger, fo, he being merciful, I hope the leaving 
off my Sin and turning from my Sin will pacify and 
2 the Lord again; and ſo doth ſecretly think to pleaſe 

od and pacity God, and ſo indeed to fatisfie God for 
that Sin, and ſo forſake Sin. And now, in Time of Sick- 
neſs or Horror, thinks, that the Lord is pacified and 
leas'd with this, according as ſome Scriptures ſeem to 
peak; Or elſe it ſecretly thinks, Faith in Chriſt's Blood 
and turning from Sin alſo, both together do pleaſe, and 
that now all is quiet. Hereupon, remembring that Chriſt's 
Blood apprehended by Faith was the only Atonement, I 
conceived this was not the Way that I ſhould walk in; 
but-rather this : 
1. I faw that when the leaſt Sin, as well as the 
teſt, was committed, my firſt Work was to ſee that I 
(in my ſelf conſidered) muſt die eternally for that Sin, 
and ſo ſhould paſs Sentence upon myſelf for it. And 
Here I ſaw that by this the Ele& did, and that 1 ſhould, 
ſe, how croſs and contrary and grievous Sin is to God, 
who is ſo incenſed by it, as he will be the Death of a 
Sinner for it. And-ſo I ſaw that hereby my Soul _ 
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be humbled aright, feeling Sin by this Means, not onl 
as bringing eternal Death on me, but as being croſs 
provoking to God. And this I ſaw was to be done, not 
only at firſt Converſion, but all my Life, Jer. 31 20. 
that ſo hereby the Soul might increaſe in Humiliation 
and in an high Eſteem of the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt. 

2. I ſaw that the next to this, I was to fly to Chriſt's 
Blood and Righteouſneſs for Satisfaction and Peace. And 
here I faw three Things, (1) That this was Faith, to fly 
to Chriſt's Death in Senſe of my own Death; (2) That 
this Act was exceeding pleaſing to God, even after all 
Sins: Nay, that that it did pacify God, not becauſe of 
the Merit of the Act, but becauſe of the Worth of the 


Object, which is the Satisfaction of Chriſt's Death it ap- 


prehends; and that this doth pleaſe him, becauſe of his 
good Pleaſure and Purpoſe of Grace, and becauſe he 
will be ſo pleaſed: (3) That this Satisfaction alone, thus 
apprehended, did perfectly and without any Holineſs or 
Reformation of mine pacify and pleaſe the Father; or 
elſe I faw, that Chriſt's Death and Merits were imper- 
fect and inſufficiem. And if fo, If this alone pleas d him; 
then the Condition of the Goſpel was not thus, viz. If 
you believe in Chriſt's Death for Righteouſneſs, Pacifi- 
cation and Life, aud if you be ſanctiſied and obey the 
Will of Chriſt, you ſhall then live, and God the Father 
will be pacified toward you by both theſe Means, but 
if you believe in Chriſt Jeſus and his Death, by this ozly 
you ſhall pleaſe God for whatever Sin you have commit- 
ted. I faw the Conſcience of a Sinner could never be quie- 
ted until it did reſt on this Teſtimony only, in ſeeing 
God pleaſed that Moment wherein it flies out of ſelf to 
the Death of Chriſt. Now, becauſe I knew the Lord re- 

quired Obedience and Sanctification; hencea Third 
br came cleatly to Mind 
3. 1 ſaw, that reſting thus on Chriſt, my Conſcience 
ſhould be quieted, that God was now pacified, and that 
did now pleaſe him fully in Point of Satisfaction; yet 
] faw I was now required to do the whole Will of God, 
and io conform thereunto, not in Way of Satisfaction, 
| to 
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to pacify God's eternal Anger, but in Way of Thank- 
fulneſs for this the Lord's Love in being pleaſed with 
me, and that wherein I fell ſhort of it, I Adula be dee 
ly humbled with Paal, Romans 7. but wherein 1 did 
any Thing according thereto, to be thankful for it, as 
Paul alſo was, Rom. 7. when he was glad that in his 
— ſerved the Law of God. No, becauſe I ſaw 
could do nothing, my Will being deſperately averſe 
_ from Chiifſt's Will; Hence I ſaw, (1) If Chriſt had ' 
- Ciffed the Father, and pleaſed Divine Juſtice for my Sin, 
that he would alſo by his Death deliver me from my 
Sins. (2) 1 aw that Chriſt did not require me now 
juſtified to ſubſiſt in myſelf, and to be Self-confident, 
and to do with and from my own Strength, but that he 
would give me the Law of the Spirit of Life, which 
would enable me; and that the Obedience he would ac- 
cept, as a Token of Thankfulneſs, was this, 2 
1 d reſt and rely upon his Death for the Spirit of 
Life, and on his Spirit for the Power of it, to enable me 
to do his Will continually. (2) That if the Lord did 
enable me, I ſhould be exceeding hrs for it; if 
not, that | ſhould be excecdingly humbled daily under 
it, and ſo till forget Things which be behind, and 
reach to Thinge that be before. Relying on Chriſt 
for his Spirit, I ſaw did and doth come and ariſe in all 
the Saints from the Law writ in the Heart, after it feels 
God paciſied, and the Law of God without, which be- 
ing reconciled together, and the Soul feeling its own 
Weakneſs to pleaſe it, hence it relies on the Spirit of 
* Chriſt Jeſus, and thereby finds Help; the Spirit within 
us living on the Spirit without us, as the elementary 
dies on the Elements in other Bodies. So I ſaw, that 
by Faith in Chriſt's Death I pleaſed the provoked Juſtice, 
and pacified the Anger of God; by the Law of God 
writ in my -Heart, and Obedience of the Spirit, I was 
pleaſed, and did now e the Law of God, as now 
given to me by Chriſt Jeſus. N 
Now when the Lord did ſhew me all this, I did bleſs 
him with my Soul for it, and I was taught how 
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walk more — * I faw (rt) This was the right Way 
of Believing and finding Favour, becauſe it carried the 
Soul humbly from the Beginning to the End, and exalt- 
ed God's Grace. (2) I faw that hereby the Saints came to 
mourn more for Sin (which Familifts do not) than any o- 
ther Men. For when I ſee I muſt die fur Sin, that makes 
me mourn; when I fee how croſs it is to God, that 
makes me mourn ſtill; when I believe and ſee, only 
Chriſt's Death can pacify, and that I being come to it, 
it ſnafl pacify, this makes me mourn more, and that bit» 
terly ; which no graceleſs Heart can do, or hath Cauſe 
to do. (3) I faw, that in preaching Duties of Obedi- 
ence to the Saints, I ſhould be careful how I ſet them 
a Meaſure, or ſet them to do them either to/pacify An- 

er, or to perform them in their own Strength, or to make 

oing of them an Evidence of Grace, without inſert- 
ing, Unleſs they go to Chriſt, and rely on him for his Grace, 
enabling them thereunto; and to - preach them to them 
only as Duties of Thankfulneſs; to others as Hand-wri- 
tings of Death. (4) Hereby I ſaw how SanGiification 
was an Evidence of Reconciliation. (tr) I faw, where 
it was not, there was no Reconciliation. (2) That 
yhere it was, there was Reconciliation. (3) That medi- | 
ately it was an Evidence, and J was to take it as an Evi- | 
dence of Reconciliation. Mediately, I ſay, betauſe Faith | 
in Chriſt's Blood {doth immediately aſſure me of it. But | 
this, (viz. Sanctification) aſſures me that my Faith hath 
truly apprehended Chriſt Jeſus. (4) I ſaw that Faith |} 
did immediately evidence Reconciliation. (r) Becauſe | 
Faith is required in the Goſpel as the only Condition g 
Sanctification is required to come after it, is wrought at- 
ter it, and commanded after it. (2) Becavſe I faw the 
Apoſtles had their Reconciliation by this Evidence, 
Rom. 5. 1. Being juſtified by Faith, we have Peace with 
God, (3) I ſaw that Sanctiſication was not to come in 
to Pacification of God's Anger and Diſpleaſure, and 
therefore not immediately to the Pacification of Con- 
ſcience: For Conſcience being ſmitten with Senſe of 
; * | f ar cter- 
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eternal Death, nothing can pacify Conſcience, but that be 
which can pacify Juſtice, and that is, the Death of Chriſt op 
Jeſus apprehended by Faith. Conſcience only hath WI 
Quiet in Chriſt's Death, my Peace is only in it; ſay 
bur Faith only is that by which I came by it; becauſe (2) 
Faith makes it mine own, brings it near me, and now Al 
it quiets me. It is not by an immcdiate Teſtimony, i6 

that Chriſt's Death is mine; for that may be a Delufion, Ca 
being without the Word; but Chriſt's Death apprehend- ve 
ed by me, and ſo teſtified by the Word and Spirit ; the 
Word ſpeaking, Every Believer ſhall live; the Spirit of 
— (enabling the Soul to ſee the Work of Faith 
in itſelf) ſpeaking, Thou Believer ſhalt live, Which 
Spirit is given immediately after my Juſtification by Faith 
viz. in my Adoption to Sonſhip. | 

Now having Peace by Faith, my Conſcience will 
queſtion, Is thy Faith right? Now my Sanctification 
bears witneſs to that, and ſo mediately ſhews me, that 
W. is right. In a Word, ä 
| he Matter of my Peace, or that wherein I have 
Peace, is Chriſt's Death. The Means of this my Peace 
is Faith only. The immediate Evidence of my Peace 
and Pacification is Faith apprehending Chriſt's Death. 
The Evidences being (1) the Word of the Goſpel, (2) 
the Spirit of Adoption diſcovering the Work of Faith 
in the Heart. The Evidence of the Truth of Faith, 
and ſo of my Peace, is- Sanctification. This only I que- 
ſtion, whether Faith faith, My Peace is made, and Sanc- 
tification faith, Thy Faith is good. Only I add, tis 
poſſible for fome ſincere Chriftians firſt to ſee their Sanc- 
tification and Holineſs, and ſo their Faith and Peace, 
But the N is, Whether they ſhould not firſt ſee 
their Faith and Peace, and ſo their Sanctiſication ariſin 
from thence? And ſo, as Mr. Culver ell notes, not buil 
their Faith upon their Life, but their Life upon their 
Faith, and their Faith upon God's free Grace. - 

(s) I faw that the Reaſon why Faith in Chriſt's A 
Blood, and not ſimply in Chriſt, did juſtity and pacify, de 
was becauſe an — d Sinner ever feels and ſees —— 
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before him; and hence the Lord, according to his Need, 
opens Chriſt, and preſents him thus to him. As alſo, 
why Paul called Sin a Body of Death. (t) Becauſe he 
ſaw he muſt die for it; the Remnants of Sin were Death. 
2) Becauſe they were croſs to the Life of Chriſt in him. 

this was the Day before the Sacrament, July 10. 
1641. And I thought row If elt ſome Growth, which I 
came for in other Sacratnents. | 
On the Evening of this Day before the Sacraments 
I aw it my Duty to ſequeſter my ſelf from all other 
Things for the Lord the next Day. And (1) I aw I 
was to pitch on the right End, (2) on the Means, all 
Things to lead me to that End. I ſaw mine own Ends 
were, to procure Honour, Pleaſure, Gain to my ſelf, 
and not the Lord; and I ſaw how impoſſible it was 
for me to attain thoſe Ends I ſhould attain, viz. To 
ſeek the Lord for himſelf, ro lay up all my Honour, 
Pleaſure exc. in him. Or if 1 did, it was for myſelf, 
becauſe good unto me. So the Lord helped me thus. 
To ſee, 

(1) If Honour, Pleaſure was good; Oh, how 
was he who gave them, arid could have cut me thort 
of them! Arid ſo my Heart was raiſed up a little un- 


to God, 


(2) I aw my Bleſſedne /s did not chiefly lie in receiv- 
ing Good and Comfort from God, and in God ;- but 
in holding forth the Glory of God and his Virtues. For 
tis, I ſaw, an amazing, glorious Object, to ſee God 
in a Cteature; GOD ſpeak} GOD act: The Deity 
not being the Creature, and turned into it, but fillin 
of it, ſnining thorow it: To be covered with God, 
as with a Cloud; or as a Glaſs Lantern, to have his 
Beams penetrate thorow it. Nothing is good but God; 
and I am no further good, than as I hold fottn God. 
The Devil overcame Eve to damn herſelf, by telling 
her, ſhe ſhould be like God. O that's a glorious Thing! 
_ ſhould not I be holy, and ſo be like him in- 

Sed. ' 

Hereupon I found my Heatt more ſweetly drawn to 

'G cloſe 
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cloſe with God thus as my End, and to place my Far 
ineſs in it: And alſo 1 ſaw, it was my Miſery to hold 
orth Sin and Satan and Self in my Courſe : And 1 faw 
one of thoſetwo Things I muſt do. Now, becauſe m 
Soul wanted Pleaſure, I purpoſed thus to hold fort 
God, and did hope it ſhould be my Pleaſure ſo to do, as 
it would be my Pain to do otherwiſe. 
l alfo confidered of the Nature of 4 Sacrament ; and 
T thought if Chriſt was here preſent to prepare and bleſs 
the Ordinance, I ſhould believe, But I faw (1) Should I 
not believe, Chriſt did give me Meat, unleſs every Day 
he did lay the Cloath? (2) 1 ſaw, Should not I believe 
the Word by Miniſters, becauſe Chrift doth not ſpeak 
it with his own Mouth? (3) I faw, Chriſt did command 
his Miniſters to do this in 
for Chriſt's. Sake that he might be remembred and loved, 
they do bleſs it, then he is faithful to make his Body and 
N preſent there, and ſo to make the Elements, 
eats. 


I aw alſo that the Elements were not only Seals to 


affureme, that Chriſt's Word ſhould be made good to me 
bdieving; but alſo that Chriſt by ſacramental Union was 
given to me. I ſaw alſo; that my Heart did ſay and 
conclude, I ſhall fall from Chriſt after this Sacrament, 
and have no more Strength againſt my Sins or Weak- 
neſſes than heretofore, nor Ability to live to him. Then 
1 faw that the Sacrament was a Pledge that certainly 1 
ſhould have Strength; and alſo that this that I ſhould 
have was a moſt ſweet Thing; viz: The Life of Chriſt 

not begun and perfefttd hereafter. ; : 
I faw alſo that the Sacrament was made to confirm 
this main Promiſe of the Covenant, That he will give 
himſelf away to all that will but only take him thank- 
fully and gladly. And 1 ſaw, that it was, my Duty every 
Sacrament to faſten that Promiſe, and repeat it again, 
that ſo it might be of Power and Uſe to God's People 
in due Time. | | | 
Jaly #2. I ſaw the Lord was wont to ſuccour and 
hear the Prayer: of his People ſo conſtantly for all 
| a Things, 
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Things, that when he denied them their Regueſts, they 
took it to Heart as though they were undone utterly. 
Hab. f. 2. 3. and I ſaw it my Duty fo to do, and ſo to 
be affected: when God refuſed to hear my cries. 

Jaly 22. At Boſton-Lefture, when Mr. Cotton was 
giving Thanks for the ſafe Arrival of "the Paſſengers . 
come over; my Heart queſtioned the Thing, why 
ſhould be. ſo thankful for them? And I confidered, if it 
were my own Caſe I would have Thanks ſo given for 
me, and glad of it. Then I conſidered (r) That they 
were dear to Chriſt, and heloved of him; and hence m 
Heart began to love them dearly, and hence I rejoic 
and was thankful. (2) That the Lord ſhould fo reveal 
his Glory on them in preſerving of them, . 1 

July 23. At Charleftoun-Lefture, I hearing out of 
Jahn 17. 21. That Diſunion and Sitting looſe ſrom Chriſt 
and his People was a Means to hide, and did, asit wete, 
deny that Chriſt was come as ſent of the Father. My 
Heart was hence much affected with ſhame and ſecret 
Sorrow, purpoſing to cleave cloſer to Chriſt, that only 
Chriſt %ibhe be ſeen in me. | 

As I was riding to the Sermon that Day, my Heart 
began to be much diſguieted, by ſeeing almoſt all Mens 
Souls and Eſtates out of Order, and many Evils in Mens 
Hearts, Lives, Courſes. Hereupon my Heart began to 
withdraw itſelf from my Brethren and others: But I had 
it ſecretly ſuggeſted to me, that Chriſt, when he ſaw 
Evils in any, he ſought ta amend them, did not preſent- 
ly withdraw from them, nor was not perplexed and vexed 
only with them. And ſo 1 conſidered, if I had Chrift's 
Spirit in me, I ſhould do ſo. And when I faw that the 
Lord had thus overcome my Reaſonings and viſited me, 
J bleſs'd his Name. I ſaw alſo, the Night before this, 
that a Child of God in his Solitarineſs did wreſtl# againſt 
28 and ſo overcome his Diſcontent, Pride and 
Paſſion: Another did reaſon, and ſo wreſtle for his 
rn of Diſcontent, c. and was overcome. 
Jonah indeed did reaſon for his Paſſion for a Time; 
but the Lord overcame his Spirit. | 
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Aug. 1. On Sabbath Day, when the Lord had given 
me ſome comfortable Enlargements, I ſearch'd my Heart 
to ſee my Sin. And I faw, 

1. There was ſome poor little Eye in ſeeking the 
Name and Glory of ny But I ſaw it was but little, 
and that there was not ſuch a burning Defire to advance 
it, as there ſhould be. And hence I ſaw, I was to be 
humbled for this. | 

2. I ſaw, that though I did ſeek Chriſt's Glory, yet 1 
ſought it not only, but my ows Glory too. And here- 
upon thinking, whether a Man might not have ſome 
Reſpect to his own Glory; The Lord taught me, that in 
merely humane Acts, I might have ſome Reſpect unto it; 
but in the Miniſtry and that Kind of Work, and ſo in 
all Work whereby I draw nigh unto him, this was ſuch 
Work above me, and ſo wholly divine and God's Work, 
that I ſhould here have' no ReſpeR to myſelf together 
with God. For I ſaw, God might have left me on the 
Dunghil), and not have betruſted me with only ſuch Work 
as this is. I hereupon deſired to be humbled, and that 
my Sins might be removed, that the Lord might ſuc- 

ceed and bleſs me. And here I ſaw my Heart popiſhly 
carried, to think God's Grace would work upon the Re- 
moval of my Sin. Whereas I ſaw, that Juſtice would 
not work for a Sinner, till Sin were removed; yet I 

W. Grace might work for it's own Sake, and bleſs my 

abours, and pardon and heal my Sin for its own Sake; 
2 ſo -make Removal of Sin, not the Cauſe, but the 

ect of its Working. | 

Auguſt 2. In Prayer my Heart was very defirous of 
' having the Generation to come know, love and fear the 

Lord; and my Heart was hercupon much enlarged to 
ſet upon Catechiſing. | 

I ſaw alſo what a ſweet Thing it was, not only to 
have Sinners converted, but to have the Saints edified, 

d Chriſt's Work go forward in them; that if it did ſo, 

Things would proſper, even outward Things; where- 
I elſe 1 did fear all our Woes are yet behind. 
| A 


* 


8 


i „ ww mw vw nw TS -* w—«< R 


„ . ee 1. 1 


* 


8 


A - 


Of Mr. Thomas SHEPARD: i 


Auguſt 13. I faw Ut] That I was worthy to be left to 
myſelf, and in my Miſery and Sin, (1) Not only becauſe 
had finned ; but (2) Becauſe of my very Deſires to come 
out of it: For I faw they did ariſe from Pride; That when 
1 ſaw haw God did not proſper me, nor any that did come 
under my Shadow; and that he left me in the Dark 
and hid his Face and Secrets from me; then, when God 
had caſt me down, I would take hold on the Lord, and 
ſeek to climb up on him, that he might exalt me, and that 
I might be exalt 
ſaw it was my Duty, when | was low, (1) To be afflicted 
and mourn, and learn the Birterneſs of Sin, and my own 
Unworthineſs, James 4. (2) To be deſirous to come out 
only in Regard of the Lord, that he may be exalted in me 
and by me, And l did think the Lord ſet my Heart in ſuch 
a Frame at that Time. I ſaw my vile Heart alſo, that I 
could be troubled at Sin, when it was croſs to me. 

[2] I faw My Heart very ready to neglef# Prayer for 
two Cauſes; (1) From thinking, that 1 had prayed e- 


nough, when [ had prays earneſtly, and had no more 


Arguments to uſe. But I ſaw that all Prayer was little 
enough for that End, tv help down Mercy. The Lord 


would have me get Mercy hardly, though all the Friends 


I had prayed for me. (2) Becauſe I thought God 
would nay. and forgive Sin, and heal my Soul. But I 
faw if he did it, I muſt daily mourn under it, and ſo get 
Strength againſt it. 

Auguſt 15, 1 ſaw on the Sabbath four Evils that at: 
tend me in my Miniſtry, ; 


1. The Devil either treads me down by Diſcoura ment 


and Shame: (t) From the Senſe of the Meanneſs of what 
have provided in private Meditations; and to this I 
faw alſo an Anſwer, viz. That every Thing fanctified 
to dq Good, its Glory is not ſeen in its ſelf, but in the 
Lord's ſanctifying of it. Or (2) from an Apprehenfion 


of the ey of Mens Spirits, and their Unreadi- 


meſs to hear in hot or cold Seaſons. But here I faw, 1 
ought not to be as a Reed ſhaken with the Wind. 


2- Or Cardeſneſspollefleth me: arifing (ij Becaule I 
| Te... 


ed by being lifred up by him. Whereas 1 
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ve done well and been enlarged, and have been re- 

ected formerly, and hence 'tis no ſuch Matter though 

be not always alike. (2) A natural Dulneſs and Clou- 
dineſs of Spirit which doth often prevail. 

3. Infirmities and Weakneſs: (1) Want of Light, 
8 Want of Life, (3) Want of a 3 of Power to 


ehyer what I am affected with for Chriſt. Ang hence 
aw many Souls not ſet forwards, nor God felt in my 
Miniftry. | 
+ Want of Succeſs when I have done my beſt, 
ſaw theſe, and that I was to be humbled for theſe; 
ſaw alſo many other Sins, and how the Lord might 
angry. And this Day, in muſing thus I ſaw, that 
when I faw God angry, I ſought to pacify him by ab- 
ſtaining from all Sin for Time to come: But then I re- 
membred (1) That my Righteouſneſs could not fatisfie, 
and that this was reſting on my own Righteouſneſs: 
0 I aw. I could not do it. (3) I faw, Only Chrift's 
ighteouſneſs ready made and 8 finiſhed, fit for 
that Purpoſe. — And I ſaw that God's afflicting me for 
my Sin was, not that I ſhould go and ſatisfy by Reform- 
ing, but only that I might be humbled and afflicted for 
and ſeparated from Sin, being reconciled and made righte- 
ous by Faith on Chriſt, which I ſaw a little of that Night. 
| + This Day alſo I found My Heart very untoward and 
4 ad, Ir, heavy, by muſing on many Evils tojcome, But 
. aw if I carrie 2 in my Mind alway, 1 
- Jhould be comforted. $ 3 
5 1. That in myſelf 1 am a dying condemned Wretch; 
hat by 7 am 8 and meu ; A 
2. In my ſelf, and all Creatures, ng Inſufficien 
and no Reſt. | l EO 
3. Feeble and unable to do any Thing my ſelf; but in 
Chriſt able to be efficient, and to do all Things. | 
4. Though I enjoyed all theſe but in Part in this World; 
yet I ſhould have them all perfectly, ſhortly in Heaven; 
here God will ſbew himſelf fully reconciled, be alone 
| {iffciene and efficient and aboliſh all Sin, and live in me 


Aug 


wth. eds Ar heh, tw . - By 4h et ee #8 43 Bu ee: #9 hos hs 


aA Sul. eats ack”... —üi—E!4— ũ trot ˙— w W Q act wt. and 08 


Of M. Tnouns Sn e oo 


Aug. 17. I faw my Neglef of my ſelf, Family and 
* And I ſaw the Reaſon of it was, becauſe the 
Lord did me Good without Prayer, and bleſſed all Things 

to me without it. Hence I faw how juſt and righteous 
it was for the Lord to take every outward ordinary Bleſ- 
fing from me, becauſe I might then be obliged to get them 
and keep them by Prayer; And that the Lord ſhould con- 
tinually exerciſe me with great Affliction, that I mi 
hereby pray. And 1 ſaw that it was Wiſdom for me to 
pray for all I had, as all Things were taken from me; 
and to pray for them out of Duty, willingly, and not of 
Neceſſity, to bring God's Purpoſes to paſs by Prayer: 

Aug, 21. On Saturday at Even I was praying, and 
the Lord made himſelf very precious to me, becauſe 1 
might come tu him, have Acceſs in Prager (1) At any 
Time, (2) might lay open all my Wants with my, 
to him, (3) with Certainty of ſpeeding. And when 


ſaw that — great Sin. did lie in not keeping the Savour 
at leaſt) of the Lord and his Ways, I did thereu 


ee, (1) that the Remembrance of this Truth would be 
one Means to maintain it, as it gave it; (2) I faw there 
is no Wrath like this, to be governed by my own Luſts 
for my own Ends. A 
Aug. 24. I faw*[1] that the Means of bes immoves 
ble was Senſe of God's Sufficiency and Efficiency by 
Faith. [z] I ſaw that I was not made — by 
reſting on my Faith, and the Reſt of Faith which ſome- 
times I felt; but by reſting on Gad as only able to ſup- 
port my Faith, and me by it, [3] I ſaw how exceedin 
ſhort I fell of that Holineſs God requires. And hence 
faw the Reaſon why Men ſeek after no mort Holineſs; 
nor are more holy, is (1) becauſe they think, they a 
holy as God would have them, and as other Chriſtian 
: They ſet up their Pitch: Or (2) becatiſe of their 

mpòtency and Weaknes, and they could do no more 
than they did. [4] I faw there is great Matter of Hum- 
bling, that I am not ſo holy as 1 Fouls de; but am in- 
finitely ſhort ; but much more, that I am not fo holy as 
I might be through Chriſt. 


P 
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Aug. 28, 20. When I came from Preaching, I ſaw 
en Weakneſs, (1) of Body to ſpeak, (2) of Light and 
Affection within, and Enlargement there; and that my 
weak Mind, Heart and Tongue moved without GOD's 
ſpecial Help. (3) I faw my Weakneſs to bleſs what I 
dia. Hereupon I queſtioned, whether the Lord would 
ever bleſs one ſo impotent, that did my Work without 
his Power, and finned ſo much with ſuch dead, heartleſs 


' blind Work: And I feared he would not. But then 1 


confidered (1) that God doth ſhew his Power by the 
Much-ado of our Weakneſs to do any Thing. Ged 
works not by ftrong, but weak Things. 1 Cor. 1. 21. 
He makes fool;ſþ Things, and weak Things, and Things 
that are not, to do his Work; that no Fleſh might glory. 


; (2) I faw that if he did fo, then the more weak I was, 


e more fit was I to be uſed; and that he could bleſs 
his own Ordinance by me. 2 Cor. 12. 9. His Power 
itcheth his Tents in Weakneſs. (3) I faw that the 
rd (as weak as I am) had bleſſed my poor Labours ; 
and if he ſhould do it ſtill, Oh how ſhould I give the 
Glory to him ! So my Heart was much affected, and did 
ive the Glory of all was ever done by me to God. 
And 1 1 I did now begin to do, what I ſhould do 
for ever in Heaven. And I ſeeing that by this 71 
God ſhould be glorified, I began to rejoice, with Paul, 
in my Infirmities, and my Heart began to be raiſed up 
from ſinking under them : Becauſe I thought 1 was bound 
to rejoice in God, that by my Weakneſs he would glo- 
rify himſelf. And 1 began to ſee how good it was to 
acknowledge, and not be aſhamed of my Weakneſſes 
before others, that they might. ſee the more clearly the 
Glory of God: Nor to be diſcouraged with them be- 

fore, nor after, my Work. 0 
Yet here was left one Sctuple, How that the Apoſtles 
were filled with the Spirit of Power and Strength in their 
Work, and ſo God bleſs d, as 1 Theſſ: 1. 4: I thought the 
poſtles were weak before their Work; but were they 
in their Work? Did the Lord by weak Work in and 


upon 


upon them do any Good? $0 I mourned. For a little 
before this Time, I obſerved, Weakneſs to do Chriſt's 
Mork, and Shame ever went together; and that Weakneſs 
of Body, and Neglect of Duty went together. 

So 1 prayed that Evening immediately, that the Lord 
would accept me in Chniſt's Righteonſneſs, and make 


me ſtrong and tealous for him and his Name; nay, that 


Chriſt himſelf would be zealous to get himſelf a Name 
by me, who was but a worthleſs Inſtrument in his Hand 3 
and ſo I reſted with ſome Hope that he would; and 
reſolved to walk in Senſe of my Weakneſs and Vileneſs 
daily before him. © Og 

September 5. I was on Sabbath-Day Night ſecretly 
ſwelling againſt God that he did not bleſs my Miniſtry. 
But then, remembring my Sins, how I deſerved Death 
eternally, I was ſoon quieted; and 1 bleſſed God ex- 
ceedingly for my Life, and that the Lord was not yet 
gone out of Hearing, but that I might come to him 
privately, and in, extraordinaty Duties, and pray. So T 
prayed earneſtly for Favour and Love of Chriſt, — 
God in Chriſt, and for a Multitude of Mercies. An 
I prayed fo long, until my Heart wis made ſuitable 


unto Mercy; ſo as I prized nothing elſe, but God's Fa- 


vour, ſo as my Heart did find Reſt there, and was = 
with it; which gave me ſome ſweet Peace. And I be- 
gan to believe, Mercy was mine, becauſe my Heart 
was confined to it, and filled with it, and did reſt on it, 
and with |. For I conſidered, the Heart of all 
ungodly Men is raviſhed, and runs out to Creatures, 
and finds Reſt there only. And ſo I fell to e 
and praying for the Fruits of God's reconciled Love; 
and among other Things to bleſs my Miniſtry. And itt 
doing this a Deſire came in, vis. That the Lord would 
not bleſs my Words, but his own Word, becanſe tis 
his own, Becauſe I am fure he will bleſs his own Chil- 


dren, and make them Bleffings ; ſo I was ſure the Lord 


would bleſs his own Word, becauſe it is his own. 


Sept. 5. 1 taw in Prayer, that there was none almoſt 
that did make Conſcience — grow nearer to God one 


Day, , 
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Day than another Day; but leſt chat to God, without 
much Care. 


Sept. 8. I ſaw the Reaſon why 1 did walk no more 
humbly, and holily was, becauſe 1 did make the Creature 
ſomething, and did not make God all Things, God is 
all; be that poſſeſſeth him, poſſeſſeth ſomething, yea 

Things. So long as the Creature is ſomething, that 

mething will ſtand betwixt God and me, that I ſhall 
not walk only in his Sight. This therefore is magnify- 
ing of God, to make him All, the Fountain of all Good- 
neſs and Excellency ! 7 

I aw in my Sleep that Night, that a Chriſtian was 
to act not only from a natural Power of Grace, which 
doth act with all its Might where it is; but by a Power 
ſupernatural, whereby he attempts Things above his 
own Might, and bears Evils above his Might. So that 
now I ſee a Chriſtian ſhould act for Chtif with all his 
Might, and beyond his Might, having the ſupernatural 
Power of Chriſt to help him thereunto. 

Sept. 9. I ſaw the Vileneſs Ll Neglect of God in Du- 
ties, becauſe the Neglect of Duties is the N Ef- 
1 the proper Effect of lying in my Falls, in my 
Ins. | 


I faw on the Faſt-Day alſo, that (i) every Way 1 
looked, there was Matter of Sorrow, in me, about 
me, Sin againſt God in Heaven, nay againſt Chriſt, 
nay croſs to his Will, his Love, nay his Life: Hence 
I ſhould ourn. (2) I ſaw I had no Comforter to go 
to, When 1 had thus finned againſt the Lord, no Crea- 
rure, — . 

Sept. 13. In my Meditations at Night, I found my 
Heart deſirous to live in this Wotld, and do Good here, and 
not to die. Hence I asked my Heart the Reaſon why 


ſaw that Chriſt was aſcended up to Heaven; that fo 
not here, but there, all his Ele& might one Day behold 
his Glory, and love him, and glorify him for ever. And 
I ſaw that this was God's main Plot, and the End of all, 


+420 


ſhould not be defirous to die? And in muſing on it, 
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to make Chriſt very glorious, and ſo beloved in Hea- 

ven for ever, where that which I defired moſt in this 
World (viz. | at Chriſt might not only be precious, but 

very dear and precious) ſhould be perfectly — 

ed; and hereupon I ſecretly deſiredꝰ this Mercy, and de- 

fired it for my Child and Brethren, and all the Churches ; 

That, _ we were blind here, and knew him not, 

loved him little, yet that this might be our Portion at 

laſt. And I did feel my Deſires ſtirred up after this, out 

of ſecret Love to Chriſt Jeſus. It would do me good; 

if he might be at laſt magnified thus. Then I enquired, 

What is the great Thing I ſhowld deſire in this World * And 

I faw it was the Beginning of that which ſhould — 4 

fected in Heaven; viz. (1) To ſee and know CHRIST, 
| though obſcurely, (2) To take Chriſt and receive him, 
| and poſſeſs him. (3) To love him. (4) To bleſs him 
in my Heart, with my Mouth, by my Life. And in 
this laſt Clauſe I ſaw, that I ſhould ſtudy and ſtand for 
Diſcipline,and all the Ways of Worſhip, out of Love to Chriſt, 
viz, To ſhew my Thankfulneſs; and fo 1 faw, I was 

>» (1) To ſeek for to know Chriſt's Will out of Love. (2) To 
entertain it in Love, when found out. (3) To keep it in 
Love. And ſo I ſaw, it was my Duty, and ought to be 
my Care, to keep. this very Frame of Heart daily; and 

I ſaw it would be glorious. - 
September 17, On Friday-Night, I wiſhed that Chriſt 
would break out in greater Glory to my Child than he had 
done to my ſelf; which gave me Matter to enquire, Whe- 
ther Chriſt had 12 to me in Glory or no? And Ifaw, 
that then Chriſt breaks out in his Glory, when he ſo 


ö 
; ſhews himſelf, as that he ſpoils the Creature of all his Glo- 
i Hinz and makes him poor in Spirit, and ſo to ſee all 
» | © his Good in Chriſt, and therein to glory. | 
) Now, I ſaw that Night, (1) That all Sin was in me, N 
1 and all Shame did belong to me. (2) I kw all Good in 
] Chriſt, and all Glory belonging to bim. Hereupon 1 | 
. was comforted, and hoped the Lord had ſhewed me his | 
0 Glory. And I ſaw an Error in my Heart; tor I thought, 
that then Chriſt appears in = Glory, when hg _ the - 
| | e 1 cart 
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Heart with Wonderment at his Perſon by ſame ſtrange 
Light, and ſo filled the Soul with glorious Activities of 
Grace: When as I ſaw, that was the trueſt ſweeteſt Re- 
velation of Chriſt's Glory, which did eclipſe all my 
Glory, and laid a Foundation of glorying only in him, 

And this I ſaw was that which is in I/. 6. I ſaw m 

Tongue and Soul unclean, and all Good in him. Yet 
faw one Patt of Chriſt's Glory not yet revealed: For 
though he had ſo ſhewn his Glory to me, as to damp all 
my own perſonal Glory; yet he had not ſo ſhewn me 
his Glory, as to damp all the Glory of all the Honour 
and Pleaſure and good Things in this World; which ! 

therefore prayed for; for I faw Honour had a Glory. 
Sept. 19. On Sabbath-Day I was at Prazer at Night, 
and I ſaw my Heart ever and anon ready to caſt away 
my Faith. and Confidence, as if it were of my own ma- 
king. But the Lord let me ſee, that by Faith only ! 
ſhould apprehend and have God; and hence I ſaw, if 
J caſt away my Faith, I muſt caſt away my God, Now 
I felt God very precious, and Chriſt very precious; and 
hence my Faith was very precious to me. And ] faw it 
was no Preſumption to make God precious, or to keep 

him with me. 3 

October 2. On Saturday Night and this Morning, | 
ſaw, and was much affected with, God's Goodneſs unta 
me, the leaſt of my Father's Houſe, ro ſend the Goſpel 
unto me. And I faw what a great Bleſſing it would be 
to my Child, if he may have it, that by my Means it 
comes unto him. And ſeeing the Glory of this Mercy, 
the Lord ſtirred up my Heart to deſire the Bleſſing and 
Preſence of his Ordinances in this Place, and the Conti- 
nuance of his poor Churches among us, looking on them 
as Means to preſerve and propagate the Goſpel. And 
my Heart was for this End very defirous of Mercy, 
outward and inward, to ſuſtain them, for his own;Mer- 
cy's Sake. And ſo I ſaw one mou Motive to pray for 
them, even for Poſterity's Sake, rather than in * an Ay 
where ſo much Sin and Evil was abounding, and where 
Children might be pollred, And 1 Kette to know 
| ; the 
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the Lord better, that I might make him known to this 
Generation. Na” | . 
October 6, I ſaw in Prayer, that my great Sin was my 
continua| Separation, Diſunion, Diſtance from God, (not 
ſo much this or that particular Sin) lying out in a looſe 
Spirit from God. Hereupon I ſaw Jeſus Chriſt near me, 
next unto me, becauſe he comes in as Mediator between 


God and my Soul. As one in a Pit, à mid-Man holds 


both him below and him above. I ſaw none could come 


into the Chaſma, the Breach Sin had made, but hg that 


ſatisfied Juſtice, this Mediator. Hereupon my Heart 
was ſtirred up with Thankfulneſs to lay hold upon this 
Mediator, Chriſt Jeſus; the Object of Faith beds ſo 
near unto me, and being of ſuch Worth, as to fill u 
the Chaſma, the Breach; and ſuch Love, as ta come ſo 
near unto me. I conſidered alſo, that Chriſt was moſt 
near unto me by his Word, and the Voice of that. 
Chriſt between God and me that were diſtant, the Word 
between Chriſt and me, and Faith cloſing with the 
Word, between the Word and me; the Word on 
Chriſt's Part, Faith on our Part. The Word is nigh thee, 
Rom. 10, which is the Word of Faith. And hence, 
oppoſe the Word, and you oppoſe the Lord where he 
is, and wherein he is moſt near. Hence receive the 
Word, and you receive the Lord, wherein he is moſt 
near, 

October 10. When 1 ſaw the pe and the Honour at- 
tending them in another, viz. T. H. 1 began to affect fuch 
an Excellency. And 1 ſaw hereby, that uſually in my 
Miniſtry 1 did affect an Excellency, and hence ſet upon 
the Work: Whereas the Lord hereupon humbled me 
for this, by letting me ſee, this was a diabolical Pride. 
And ſo the Lord made me thankful in ſeeing it, and put 
me in Mind to watch againſt it. 


October 6, I was wery ſad to behold outward Wants of 


the Country; and what would become of meand mine, 
if we should want Clothes, and go naked, and give 
away all to pay our Debis. Hereupon the Lord ſet me 


pon prizing of his Love, and the Lord wade my Heat 


con- 


— 
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content with it: (1) His Love, tho' he denied me all 

Bleſſings ; (2) Hence I deſired to know it; (3) To 

aftrain'my Heart by it; (4) That I might not abuſe, 

t honour it. And there I left myſelf, and begg'd this 

Portion for myſelf, and for thy Child, and for the 

Church; and ſo left them in the Lord's Bow #ls, — Now, 

uch was the Goodneſs of Chriſt, that when I came to 

hear my Father preach at Boſton the Day after, my Soul 

was ſettled on the ſame Way again, when he preached 

about Contentedneſs; and ſo I was confirmed in the 
Faith: And fol learned how a Chriſtian is confirmed ; 

t) When he hears the ſame Thing preached at one 

ime, or by one Man, confirmed again by another 

Man, or at another Time; (2) When he learns ſome- 

5 8 0 privately, and then he hears the ſame again pu- 

ickly. 1 | 

October 9, On Saturday Morning, I was much affected 

for my 7755 that I might live Fa to ſeek, that ſo I 
might ſee God, and make known God before m 

Death. And then I faw, If there was ſuch Thankful- 

neſs for Deliverance from Miſery, would it not be a 

rue Mercy to be delivered and redeemed from Sin ? 

nd I faw, that this was a greater Mercy. And hence 

T faw the Love of Chriſt in afflicting and trying me 
with Wants; becauſe by theſe Trials l came to ſee 7 

Sin, and to have a Heart ſevered from my Sin, And ſo 

I faw, there was no Anger, but Love, nay the greateſt 

Love in this, viz. his Redeeming Love from my Sin. 

Hereupon I learn'd three Things; (1) That Soul which 

felt Sin the greateſt Evil, he would be willing, nay glad, 

if the Lord would redeem him out of it, tho' by any 

Miſery, Wants, Sorrows, Temptations; (2) When he 

was delivered, he would be as much thankful as for 

Redeeming him from Hell; (3) He would account this 

the higheſt Teſtimony of- God's Love, by redeeming 

him oat of the greateſt Woe, And hence they that 

take Sanctiſication as no Sign of Juſtification, never truly 

felt the Evil of Sin.— While I was thus muſfing in Pray- 

er, I ſaw, that then my Soul was ſevered from = 1 
WF) ; ced, 
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deed, when Cuxrsr JIEsus came to be in my Soul in 
the Room of my Sin; when he was dear 28 Sin had 
been dear; when he did rule as Sin had once ruled me. 
And I thought this was ſweet, if God would do fo; and 
reaſonable alſo that it ſhould be ſo; and I began to make 
the Lord ſo indeed unto me. And ſo I learn'd hir Rule; vin. 
That, if ever I would have any Sin ſubdued, de not la- 
bour to get the Sin ſubdued * but ff Chrift to come + 
in the Room of it; that his Sweetneſs may be chere, 
Power there, Life there, and to ſeek then for the con- 
trary Grace from Chriſt. For (1) It may be long before 
Chriſt will come and give the Grace, and ſo the Soul 
may lye miſerable ; but Chriſt may be then had. (2) At 
Vocation, Chriſt is given firſt, and then SanRification £ 
So in the renewed Converſions of the Saints, tis to be 
ſo again. (3) Elſe I ſeek for Chiiſt's Virtues; without 
Chriſt :==And curſed be that Soul, that is loth to have 
Chriſt to be in the Room of a baſe Luſt, to make Chrift 


# 


that to him which a vile Luſt once was. 


Offober 16. The Day before the Sacrament; the Lord 


helped me to call to mind (1) My Negle&s, (2) My 


Wants. 18 My Neglect; (1) Of Duties in private toward + ® 


myſelf, (2) To my Wife, Child, Family, Church, Com- 
nions abroad; not inſtructing, exhorting, quickning; 
eing an Example to them. And the Lord let me fee 


the Cauſe of all this to be, (1) Ignorance: I know not 


how to ſpeak to them, nor about what. (2) Unſavou- 
rineſs; not dilighting in, but loathing ſuch Ways. (3) : 
Pride: Becauſe I could not do fo well as I would, 
would not ſpeak what I could. (4) Lukewarmneſs; in 
not being carried out for God's Glory. (5) Idleneſs and 


Sluggiſhneſs, loth to ſtir. (6) Love of Study. ()) Want 


of tender Love. (8) Apprehenſion of Unfruitfulneſss 


In caſe I ſhould attempt, I ſhould do no Good; and 8 


hence would not ſow Seed upon Rocks. And I thought; 
If this latter ſhould hinder me, why ſhould it not diſs © 
courage the Lord himſelf, who had ſo oft caſt his precis © 
ous Seed upon my Rocks, and loſt all? And here Ifaw 
1 was ignorant when to ſpeak, and how to do, and how 


much: 
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much: Yet I ſaw this, that ſuppoſe I had done right, 

et that theſe Principles cauſing this Neglect were to be 

mented, and not indulged; for which End I came to 
the Lord in the Sacrament. For I ſaw that good Duties 
might be done, and ſometimes lawfully omitted, and 
yet both out of ill Principles. And when the ill Princi- 
ples are healed, I ſhall then ſee whether it is my Duty, 
and how far my Duty reacheth. And this I faw was 
4 Rule of e Uſe to know when the Thing was evil, 

in 


which It is right and good. I fay it is lawful: Be 

it ſo; but ſee if this lawful Thing comes not from an ill | D. 
Principle. Cure that, and then other Things will fol- err 
low. So a Man ſtrives for upper Place, and who (hall dil 
be the greateſt: A Man thinks Uſury is lawful: Now, ſel 
fay I, mind the Principle whence theſe come. Wi 


1 [2] I faw my Wants. (1) 1 did want Knowledge of 
„of the Truth, and Glory of God's Will in the Scrip- Di 
tures; (2) Wiſdom to guide others; (3) Daily Repen- m 
= tance; the Want of which made the Lord not to pity me, to 
| nor to come to me; (4) 1 was exerciſed with Horrors on 
and Fears, being in the Dark, and the Lord hiding his to 
Face; (5) Want of a Spirit of Prayer diſtreſſed me; th 
having Words withont Affection, which I ſaw the per- ba 
fection of all Miſery.— (6) Want of Zeal for God's Glo- as| 
ry; but affecting mine own Glory and mine own Ex- an 
cellency, nay the Excellencics of God for that End. Fa 
(7) Want of Joy in the Lord, and in his Will; but ge- Re 
ing a-whoring after lawful Things. (8) Want of Love th 


_ Meaſure to others. N 
meditated this Night upon Chaisr, and ſaw, (7) Cl 
That there was a Neceſſity ot a Mediator, in regard of Fe 


God's Truth and Holineſs; (2) That this was the Me/- he 
ſiab by the Witneſles ou of him; (3) I ſaw not that th 


de was mine, becauſe I ſaw no Promiſe abſolute of it: cr 
But the Lord graciouſly cleared up to me John i. 12. co 
That they who receive Chriſt, were Sons. (Chriſt (2 
himſelf, tho' they had no Promiſe.) Now to receive Ai 
2 Chriſt, I aw was contrary to them that did not own him Fs 
| . when m 
br 

. 


when he came to his own. N did not acknow- 
This it he. (2) They did not ſee any Glory in 
bim. (3) They not embrace him with all cheir 
Hearts, do be that to them for which End be came, viz. 
To be King, r So I ſaw what it was 
te receive him. And, upon a freſh Perſwaſion — 
Meſſiah is he, the Lord gave me to embrace him wi 
my Affections, as if preſent, via. To guide me a0 
Prophet, to rule me as 4 * to take away Sin and 
Death as a Prieſt. Now here Ia two Things, {z] That 
trust Faith was not to guide one's ſelf, rule and conquer 
Sin, and obey one's ſelf; (for this is to make our- 
ſelves our own Saviours) but to cleave to Chriſt, that 
will do all this; nay, that he would draw out our Faith 
of embracing him for this. And hence I ſaw Negleff 
Duty as vile a Sin as actual Sin; becauſe Chriſt is not 
much offended with us for actual Sin, as for not coming 
to him, and claſping about him to take theſe away. The 
one, viz. to do the Thing is his Work; but to deave 
to him is our chief Work.—And I was confirmed, that 
this is the right AR of Faith; (2) Becauſe Faith is a 
bare Receiver; (2) From John iv. 10. If thou wouldft 
ask, he would give. JO ſaw Faith weak and divided, 
and many Sins woul ſtil in me; that with- this 
Faith there was a Neceſlity of daily Repentance. This 
Repentance, I ſaw, conſiſted y in mourning for 
the Sin which Chriſt by Faith had not yet removed. 
Now I faw I was to mourn; (x) For not going 
Chriſt to take away my Sin, which I daily forget ; 
For the Evil of my Sin, (and its Croſſneſs to bing whis 
he takes not away; (3) For his not taking it away, 
that I give him Cauſe to leave me; ſo (4) As having 
crucified him. And here I faw I had no Reaſon to 
continue in Sin; (1) Becauſe it had wounded Chriſt ; 
(2). Becauſe Chrift died that it might die, and not live: 
And thus my Soul was ſweetly ſtayed upon Chriſt by 
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Faith this Day, and much comforted. —Yet I ſaw there 


might be a Deceir in one 1 viz. in Reaſoning and 
bringing my Heart te do a 2 my by the Power Bev 
5 
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chat; (1) To believe a Truth, not only by Means of 
Reaſon, but only upon that Ground, becauſe it agrees 


to right Reaſon ; as that Chriſt muſt ſuffer, becauſe elſe 


| muſt be falſe, and his Word not true; (2) To do 
a Duty from the Perſwaſion of Reaſon, becauſe it plea 
ſeth me, not becauſe it o_ the Lon v. 
And here I faw, if it was from Reaſon, the Power 
of Reaſon would never carry me a my own Will, 
and my own Ends. ” 
18. On Monday-Morning, my Child was born. 
And when my Wife was in Travail, the Lord made me 
| „That ſhe might be delivered, and the Child given 
In Mercy, having had ſome Senſe of Mercy the Day 
[before at the Sacrament; and the Lord ſtayed my 
Heart there. But I began to think, What if it ſhould 
not be ſo, and her Pains be long, and the Lord remem - 
ber my Sin? And I to imagine and trouble my 
Heart with Fear of the Worſt. And I underſtood at that 
Time, that my Child had been born, and my Wife de- 
livered in Mercy already. Hereupon I faw the Lord's 
Mercy, and my own Folly, to diſquiet my Heart with 
Fear of what never ſhall be, nor will be; and not ra- 
ther to ſubmit to the Lord's Will; and come what 
can come, to be quiet there. When it was born, I was 
much affected, and my Heart clave to the Lord who 
gave it: And Thoughts came in, that this was the Be- 


: — of more Mercy for Time to come. But I que- 


» Will the Lord provide for it? And 1 faw, that 
the Lord had made Man to great Glory, to praiſe him, 
and hence would take Care of him. Though ſome- 
times the Lord ſeemed to make all Men for nought, 

Pſal. luxix. which Place I thus underſtood ; God hath 
— _ * ory or himſelf; and * to 
great . - (though he e many for nought) eſpe - 
 Cially- the Church — their Poſterity did the L510 — 


for Glory: And if God did not glorify them, then he 
ſeemed indeed to make all Men for nought; and that 
Glory, tis for 


when Men are not Inſtruments of his 


g. Sers „2g 


Aa FA 78 


Nought. And I faw God had Bleflings for all my 
Children; and hence I turned them over to God. 
octeb. 29. | was much troubled about the Poverty of 


the Churches ; and I ſaw it was ſuch a Miſery as I could 


not well diſcern the Cauſe of, nor ſee — 2 out: 
Yet I faw we might find out the Cauſe of any Evil by 
the Lord's Stroke. Now he ſtruck us in outward 

fings, and hence tis a Sign there was our Evil; (1) In 
not acknowledging all we have from God, Hof. 2. 8. 
(2) In not ſerving God in the having of them, (3) In 
making ourſelves ſecure and hard-hearted: For lawful 


Bleſſings are the ſecret Idols, and do moſt Hurt; and tis 


then a Sign our greateſt Hurt lies in having, and that the 
eateſt Good lies in God's taking them away from us: 
ereupon I, conſidering this, did ſweetly content my- 
ſelf that the Lord ſhould take all from us, if it might 
not in Wrath, but in Love, viz. hereby to glorify him- 
ſelf the more, and to take away the Fuel of our Sin. 
I faw that if God's People could be joyfully content to 
— with all to the Lord, prizing the Gain of a little 
olineſs more than enough to overbalance all their Loſ- 
ſes, that the Lord then would do us Good. | 
October 31. On Sabbath-Day after Sermon, on my Bed, 
I aw (1) that my own weak Spirit would not —_ me 
along in my Work. (2) I ſeeing I wanted Light and Life 
and Affection, and that I was not a burning and ſhining 
Light, I faw this came from the Want of the Spirit of 
Light and Life. And ſo I ſaw I was ſenſual, 
the Spirit, Hereupon I did queſtion whether the 
would accept of ſuch Services. For I read not in Sctip- 
ture of any Miniſter, but it was better with him: He was 


filed with Light, Affection, Perſuaſion, r. -I confide- 


vices, if they were as good as I could wiſh; and 
therefore he accepted theſe of mine, (t) I ſhould mag- 
nify his Grace the more, (2) There would be the more 


red hereupon this; [1] The Lord might reject i Tir 
2 


Grace ſhewn, But I had ſome — that he 


Lord would not honour his Grace on any ſo vile; 
that 6— ©. more pleaſant to 
| 12 
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First. And 1 faw, if I had never ſuch Expreſſions, yet 
if 1 had not Light and Life within whence they came, 
Q It was a Sign the Spirit of Chriſt was far from me; 

8 ar, hereupon, from God's People; which began to 

afflict my Heart. And hereupon I thought to lie down 

in Senſe of my Vileneſs, and condemn myſelf and others 
for ſuch Hypocriſy, and wait for the Spirit, the Comfor- 
ter which God is able to give, exc. 

Only I confidered, that Sincerity of a Duty lies as 
much in Mortification, ſeeing the Evil of it, as Vivifica- 
tion, doing it with Lite. 

Nov. 3. On a Faſi-Day at Night, in Preparation for 
the Duty, the Lord made me ſenfible of theſe Sins in the 
Churches; (1) Ignorance of themſelves, becauſe" of ſe- 
cret Evils; 0 gnorance of God, becauſe moſt Men 
were full of dark and doubttul Conſciences; (3) Not 
cleaving to Chriſt dearly, only; (4) Neglect of Duties 
becauſe of our Place of Security; (5) Standing againſt 
all Means, becauſe we grow not better; (6) Eanthlineſs, 
becauſe we long not to be with Chriſt. And I faw Sin 
as my greateſt Evil; , I was vile, but God was good 
only, whom my Sins did croſs. And I faw what Cauſe 
I had toloathe myſelf, and not to ſeek Honour to myſelf, 
Will any defire his Dunghill to be commended ? 
he be grieved if it be not? So my Heart began to fall 
off from ſeeking Honour..—— The Lord alſo gave me 
ſome Glimpſe of myſelf; and a good Day and Time it 
was'to me. | 

"November 4. On the End of the Faſt I (1) went to 
God, and reſted on him as ſufficient ; (2) waited on him 
as efficient, and ſaid, Now, Lord, do tor thy Churches, 
and help in Mercy.” 

In the Beginning of this Day I began to conſider, whe- 
ther all the Country did not fare the worſe for my Sins? 


And Ifaw it was ſo. And this was an humbling Thought 
to me: And I thought, if every one in particular did 
think fo, and was humbled, it would do well. I faw 
alſo, that if Repentance turn away Judgments, then if 
the Queſtion be, Who they are that bring Judgments? The 
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Anſwer would be, They that think their Sins fo ſmall, {i 
— God is not angry with them at all. 
November 8 When I was walking to — alone, | 
I ſaw it was God alone who gave me a natural Life : | | 
I turned the Thought into a Prayer, * Oh that 1 bad a 
« ſpiritual Life; that is but for a Time, this for ever.” | 
November 7. On Sabbath, on my Bed after Sermon 
I examined my Heart about chi Queſtion, viz. In whoſe 
Name 1 had preached, and in whoſe Strength I had done 
this Work to Day? And I faw that five Things did 
ſtrengthen me, or which I went in the Strength of? 
(1) My natural Strength: My Body is pretty firong; 
and hence I went upon the Strength of that; (2) The 
— and Power of external Neceſlity ; the Work 
muſt be done, and hence I went upon'this; (3) The 
Strength of external Encouragement; as Acceptance 
with others, and Favour from others; (4) The Strength 
of ſpiritual Affection ſometime, and received Grace; 
and hence I have ſought for it: (5) The Strength of 
Faith itſelf, or reſting to my Hold of Chriſt, rather than 
on his Hold of me. And here I faw three Things; (r) 
That if 1 did thus, God would curſe me, becauſe now 
I made Fleſh my Arm, Jer. xvii. 6. And this affected 
me. Grace itſelf was but Fleſh in Reſpe& of God: 
(2) Here I ſaw the common and great Sin of all Men 
in their Ways and Acts: They do truſt to themſelves, | 
and ſtay in themſelves, and have ſome Bottom to ſtand 
upon beſide God, when they come to act: (3) I faw 
the admirable ſtrange Operation of Faith, | that nullifies 
all Things, even itſelf, that God may act. "Tis a Faith 1 
under, or ftirring under Faith, that doth the Deed. A 
Chriſtian by it goes, not only out of himſelf; but out 
of his Faith: (4) Hence I aw, how near to God Faith 
made a Chriſtian; raiſing it above Man, out of Man, | 
out of himſelf, to God: t the Deity doth as it were 
immediately act upon the Soul, when it is thus elevated 
and lift out of itſelf. Now here aroſe a Queſtion, [x] | 
What of God doth Faith raiſe it to? I ſaw it was (1 0 
God as ſufficient, (1) In Father, (2) In Son, (3) ne? | 
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Ghoſt; and there Faith ftays. [2] To God as efficient; 


And on ſuch a God, and ſuch Strength of a God it ſtays. 
A. 24] Queſtion was; Whether Faith refts on the Lord's 
E fficiency immediately, or mediately? I anſwered both 
Ways. But (t) mediately (1) To God in a Command. 
For God's.Commands give Strength, Joſhua i. 8 To 
God in a Promiſe : For a Promiſe gives Strength. (2) Im- 

mediately, to all that hidden, infinite Efficacy and Power 


/ it ſees in God, and believes to be there. For ſometime - 
it ſees neither to reſt on: Now it looks to him, that he 


may look to it, and do for it abundantly.— And befide, 
there needs immediate, omnipotent Efficacy. in God's 
Command and Promiſe: And hence it muſt reſt on this, 
elſe they are uſeleſs. 

November 10. I kept 4 private Faſt for Light to ſee 
the Glory of God's Truth and Faith, an infuſed Faith, 
anda Spirit of Prayer, and for * 7 of Pride; and 
for Aſſiſtance and Acceptance and Guidance, (whether 
I ſhould ſet up Lecture again) and for Succeſs and Bleſ- 
fing in my poor Miniſtry, that ſo I might declare and 
manifeſt God's Name, and leave his Truth, and ſo him- 
* Felf, and ſo his Mercy in the Country; as alſo for outward 
Supplies for the Country. And I aw no particular Man 
could be comfortably provided for, but by ſome ſpecial 
Mercy to the Common State. And hence I ſaw God 
called for Prayer, not ſo much for ourſelves, as the Com- 
mon. And I faw the common State of the Country did 
lie upon me and every one in particular, to ſeck God for, 
viz. That he would build up our Zion, and proſper the 
Vine his own Hand hath planted; and that in this new 
World, we might find the new Heavens and the new 
Earth; as alſo for Pardon. 

Over Night I did queſtion, Whether the Lord did call 
me to him in ſuch a Day? And I ſaw, the Lord called 
upon Scorners to turn at Wiſdom's Reproof, and to dig 
for Wiſdom. And on the Morning betimes, in Prayer, 


the Lord let me fee, he called me unto him: Come 
« and ſeek, and ſeek with all thy Heart.” And this came 
freſh and clear to me, and did much affect my Heart. 
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to think that the Lord ſhould call unto me, is he dd 
call Abraham to follow him. And here 1 to have | 
ſome Light let in about ectua 1 * ; and I aw theſe l 
Things about it: [x] 1 ſaw the firſt AR of Calling was 
by the Command in his Word: [2] That it was i 
by the Word of the Goſpel, or Command of the Goſpel, t 
Come unto me, Return tome!” [z] I faw the Lord | 
did thiseffeQually ; (1) By letting in a Light, clearly to | 
ſee that he called me in particular; (2) By letting in the | 
Goodneſs and Sweetneſs of the Command, as well asthe | 
Truth of it: {4] This Goodneſs and Sweetneſs of the 
Command I ſaw in two Things; (1) In regard of the 
t Love of God in the Command, for a poor Sinner, 
thinking God cares not-for it, and hence would not have 
2 being ſo vile: O, the Command, which 
faith, Yet „ and ſeek, and come, is exceedi 
ſweet Love; (1) In regard of the End of the Com- 
mand, which was Fellowſhip with himſelf, that he may 
be all and doall: This was . I faw, this was 
not only by a Command, though » fo, but nemly 
by his Promiſe: And this Promiſe I ſaw was not to be 
ſeen but in the Word: And 1 faw all Things 21 
to ſuch a one as comes. And hence I nw, I had ho 
need of ſearching God's Election, as I did begin to do 
in the Morning, whether he loves me, or no: For I 
faw 0) God the Father's Favour promiſed ; * Reru#n, 
« and Ell return to you? 2 Chron, XXxii. (2) I faw © 
Chriſt promiſed ; for we are called to his Fellow ip, and 
are bid to take him, Ha. Iv. , 2. (3) The Spirit pro- 
miſed, Prov. i. Return, Scornetrs, and TU our my 
Spirit on you, (4) Aboliſhing all Sin and Puniſhments 
of Sin, Jer. ili. 22, 23. 6 Perſeverance promiſed, 
John vi. 37. I'll in newiſe caſt out. * 
In the Beginning of the 2d Prayer I ſaw there was a 
God, for 1 ſaw Things had a Being; hence they muſt | 
have this Being from themſelves, or ſomething elſe : But 
thoſe poor Creatures the Moon and Stars could not give 
Being to themſelves. | =_ 
102 


w alſo, e 1had embraced the Luft of the Feſt, * 
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tze Luft of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life, a long Timm: 
And hence I faw it was not only juſt and righteous that 
the Lord ſhould deny to hear my Prayers, but that it was 
Mercy he would do fo: For what greater Judgment, 
chan to pleaſe a Luſt, and leave me to it? 
I ſaw alſo the Pride of my Heart in one Thing more, 1 
| ſaw not before; viz. in ſetting upon Jonny out of an 
Apprehenfion of the Excellency of what I delivered 
- above others, and that theſe Truths that came from -me 
were choice and excellent, and to be received with high 
Eſteem. For, were it not for ſuch a fooliſh Conceit, I 
- ſhould think my Miniſtry leſs and worſe than any Man's 
. elſe, and ſhould hang down my Head in a Hole, and not 
lift it up to ſpeak ; which did humble me, and ſhew me 
my Vanity, and that my Duty was to be carried on, not 
ſuch a Principle: But (1) Becauſe it was God's ſweet 
Truth 1 did deliver: (2) Becauſe it was Go&s Com- 
mand I ſhould deliver it: (3) That it was for the fake 
of the Lord and his Name, wherefore I did ſo. And 
- here I ſaw the Lord begin as it were to refine me. 
I concluded this Da [x] with ſome Meaſure of Faith ; 
+ for after Prayer, I le I pray'd for unto God's rich 
tee Grace. And hence I faw (1) That the Lord did 
take Pleaſure tin ſuch as hope in his Mercy; (2) That of 
whatſoever I, or any had pray'd for, God had promiſed, fro 
and therefore purpoſed to give; and thence I might quiet of 
my Heart about God's ſecret Purpoſe: [2] With Re- pat 
lution; (xr) Whatever God ſhould give me, to attri- Fl 
te itunto Grace; (2) To walk in a Way of Holineſs am 
for the Future. : my 
I faw alſo that my Heart was ready to think, I have hir 
- - prayed enough after ſuch a Day, and ſuch Hopes, But I de 
mm (1) That though God purpoſeth Mercy, yet he De 
withal intendeth the Decree ſhall bring forth by Prayer : | 
) He will therefore have us pray till the Thing be grant- I | 
ed: Q, When the Decree hath begun to bring forth, 1 Ar 
faw that all the Degrees of Mercy ariſe by ſeveral De- Li 
, _ grees of Prayer: As when Faith is begun, but tis im- he, 
l perfect, w] 
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perfet, Prayer muſt be continued ſtill for all the reſt ; 
N Ground opens ſtill wider and wider, till 
ain fall. 

Nov. $4. I was confodering the State of the Gonntry by 
Reaſon of ws Poverry. I hat two Arguments ſuggeſted 
to make me hope the Lord would relieve ts. _ 

x. Berauſe, if the Lord had given hiqmſelf for his 
People, to rederm them from the greatelt Sin of the 
World; then from out of thoſe Sins by which our Di- 
firefſes are: occaſioned now: (2) Becauſe we are a poor 
afflicted People, caft out of our own Country, from our 
Friends and Comforts there; and all our Sorrows and 
Suffering here are in Part, by Reaſon of their Cruelty and 
Perſecution ; and that the refore the Lord will deliver, it 
we fought. O Lord, remember my Sighs ! 

Nov. 13. 1 ſaw a little of God, and ſaw that it was 


my Duty to make him Superior, and ſet him ap in his 


Herhneſs above all others in my Mind and Eye: and 1 
faw I had (1) Cauſe of wondering at uy iage to- 
ward him, that he being ſo high, I ſhould neglect him; 
(2) I ſaw I had therefore ſinned againſt him, becauſe 
had ſet up myſelf, or Sin, or Men, above the Lord: (3) 1 
ſaw, that in this did — one ſpecial Branch of the 
of Sin, becauſe the Breach of God's Law did ever ariſe 
from the Contempt of the Lord's Perſon, and deſpiſing 
of him and his Glory, in preferring vile Things in Com- 
pariſon before him; and hence I lighted his Will: (4 
F{aw'l had Reaſon to reſolve, that as I had deſpiſed G 
andſet up other Things, and ſerved them; ſo to deſpiſe 
myſelf, and the Preſence of all Men, in of 
him: (5) The Lord made me that Night lie down and 
de 2 in my ſelf, and exalt the Lord with ſome 
Deſires. | 

Nov. 14. On the Sabbath Day at Night, after Sermon, 
I ſaw I had preach'd to others, but had not fed myſelf. 
And J ſeeing, it did ariſe from Weakneſs of Faith and 
Light, the Lord ſuggeſted the 103 Pſalm to me — u. 
heals. all thine lnfirmities, which quieted my Soul ſomes 


what, 
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Nov. 15, On my Bed in the M I tried my Heart, 
and asked, What would bear it out, if the Lord ſhould 
call me to pres at the Lecture Seaſon again? And I 
found three Things; (rt) My End was to honour Chriſt 
Feſus, and leave his Truth behind me: (2) My Princi- 
ple was Chrift, in whom I truſted : For this comforted 
me againſt the Feeling of my Inability ; I ſaw there was 
an unknown Fulneſs of the Spirit and Strength in Chriſt, 
and that I was not to go out in the Strength of my own 
Abilities though received from Chriſt, but in the Strength 
and Help of Chriſt bimſelf: (3) Though what I ſhould 
do thus from . Chriſt, for Chriſt, was mean and poor; 
etit ſhould quiet me, that it was the Meaſure the Lord 
How moſt meet for me, and if I could do better, I would: 
(4) That if the Lord did not give Succeſs to me, yet! 
would mourn for God's People and my own Unworthi- 
"neſs, and quiet myſelf, that I did my Duty. "4 
Nov. 16. 1 felt my Heart very unſavoury, and I ſaw 
my Soul nothing but Sin and Sorrow, Death and. Darks« 
zeſs, and ina Manner, as good as in Hell. And ſo I faw 
then, that nothing but free Grace could help me out; 
and there 1 did hang, and did prize this Grace therefore. 
But I did queſtion, It may refuſe to help, becauſe tis free. 
But I faw it is the Pleaſure of God's Grace to help all 
that) pray d for it, and came for it to Grace. And I ſaw 
herein was Part of God's good Pleaſure, to hear every 
Prayer, and I ſhould look upon no other Secrets but this 
revealed Will of Chriſt: And ſo I purpoſed ever to lie 
here. d I ſaw, Dependence upon Grace for all, ever 
ſuppoſeth a deep ment of Soul under a Senſe of 
Unworthineſs. | | 
-. Novemb. 18. As I was going down my Stairs, I 
thought, If Paul did ſo defire the Good of the Iſraelites, 
his Country Men, his Enemies, that oppoſed him, that 


be could wiſh himſelf Anathema for them; much more 
ſhould I earneſtly deſire the Good of their Souls, who 
had under God committed themſelves to my Care and 
Charge. And ſo I lett to God's free Grace to provide 
for them, And at Night 1 had Doubts, 2 — 
p I 
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Lord would regard them, or no, though I did refign 
them up to him. But it came to my Mind, that if 
God was an Idol God, then I might give them to 
him in vain; but it was not ſo. - Ang hence I had very 
ſweet Perſwafion that Night, that my Work herein was 
not deſpiſed of the Lord. . . 

Novemb. 21. On Sabbath Day after preaching, I con- 
ſidered my Vileneſs, that I did not ſee Things by the 
Lord's Light, nor was perſwaded by the Lord's Faith, 
nor quickned nor ſtrengthened by the-Lord's Life and 
Strength. So I demanded aReaſon, why the Lord Jeſus 
did not only, not outwardly help, but not inwardly act? 
I ſaw the Lord was not in me, hence did not work in me. 
I asked then, Why he was not in me? I aw my Sin had 
ſeparated him from me: Yet L ſaw no Sin could ſeparate, 
if Unbelief was not added. If I returned by Faith, he 
would return to me. Then being ready to come, and 
yet ſceing God's Grace only could draw me; I demand- 
ed, Whether I ſhould put this Honour on God's Grace 
to draw me, or take it to myſelf, in coming by 14 
1 ? 80 J left my Soul with God's free Grace, 
Yet I ſaw that though Chriſt did not act in me in the 
ſame Meaſure as in Paul, who faid Chriſt did live in him 
Vet I ſaw he did act in ſome Meaſure, though little: (1) | 
Becauſe I did defire the Lord to act all: (2) Becauſe 
mourned for Want of this, and loathed myſelf for what 
I did; (3) BecauſeI did rejoice if the Lord would act 
me. And the next Morning I ſaw the Truth of this in 
Paul's Example, 2 Cor. 12. by the Thorn in the Fleſh, to 
whom the Lord ſaid, My Grace, in /pardoning, accepts 
ing, is ſufficient for thee, without thy Enlargements and 
holy Aﬀections. * | | | 

Novemb, 22. I ſaw the Lord, and by Faith did ap» 
prehend Chriſt's Righteouſneſs; and did ſee that I was to 
make Uſe of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs apprehended by Faith, 
not only for Satisfaction to Juſtice, but alſa to take it 
as an Evidence, unſpotted, of the Lord's Love towards 
me, to beget Peace in me. I ſaw I had a long Time 
made uſe af it for —— but not for E viden * 
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and ſo for Peace. For 1 ſaw, when I had done, and 
the Lord had enabled me to do this and do that, then 
my Conſcience was at Peace, and got Peace in that. 
But when I wanted that,, and apprehended Chriſt's Righ- 
reouſneſs by Faith, all that which he hath done perfectly, 
I did not there find Peace to my Conſcience, as having 
an Evidence of the Lord's Favour and Acceptance, 
When as I ſaw, that if any Thing I did by the Help of 
the Spirit might give me Evidence; then much more all 
that which iſt did, and had done 22 ought to 
give me Peace, and be an Evidence, not only of God's 
avour to me, but of that Grace I want: * want 
of which made me doubt of the Lord's Love) becauſe 
-all that Faith and Holineſs in Chriſt is by Faith made mine ; 
and it is as if I had done it, For I faw, if I had perfect 
. Holineſs in me, I ſhould not doubt of the Lord's Love 
to me; Why now, when I ſee I have it in Chriſt by Faith? 
$0 1 ſaw a threeſon Uſe of Faith in Chrift's Righteouſneſs : 
r. For Satisfaction to Divine Juſtice, and making 
me righteous ; 

2, For Evidence of God's Favour to me; 

3. For the Honour of God, becauſe by that I ho- 
nour God my 2 | 

Novemb. 24. 1 felt over Night much Darkneſs and 
Unbelief; and ſaw, that if Satan had once made us begin 
to doubt, he would hold us with Doubts continually, 
-about the Being of God, and Truth of the Scriptures, 
And I faw the next Merning this Error; viz. That | 
did believe what the Lord fpake, becauſe ] fawit agree- 
able to my Reaſon, and ſo made that my laſt Reſolution 
of all Doubts. And I began to think, how it ſhould be 
otherwiſe? So I ſaw I was indeed to fee the Things 
God ſpake, in the Reality of them, and in their Agrec- 
ment with Reaſon, but not to make this the laſt Reiolu- 
tion of Doubts, though a Reiolutien. But then, when! 
bad ſeen Things ſo agreeable to Reaſon, yet to look upon 
God's Teſtimony of them in Scripture as the laſt and chief 
Light and Ground of Settlement; and not to believe 


| (eſe Fhings are true, becauſe I fee they are true, — 
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to believe, the Lord ſees them more cleatly chan I: And 
he knowing thera to be ſo, I ſee them ſo, and believe 
them upon his Teſtimony, much more: For if I believe 
any Thing to be true, becauſe I ſee it ſo; much more 
becauſe God faith it, who fees it better, and--whoſe 
Word ſtakes me down, and confirms me in it. 
Decemb. 4.—— I felt a wonderful Cloud of Darkneſs 
and Athei/mover my Head, and Unbelief, and my W 
neſs to ſee or believe God, Bat I ſaw that the Lord's 
Ends might be theſe three. 
(i) By withdrawing the. Spirit of Light, 2 me 
a greater Meaſure, of it than ever I have had before; to 
give me a greater Fulneſs by praying for more ; (2) To 
humble me for my Confidence in my Light and Know- 
ledge paſt; and in ſpeaking ſo much with ſo little Light, 
who knew ſo little; (3) o heal this Wound of fecret 
Atheiſm and Unbelict, which was but skin'd over befoxe. 
] aw all this was infinite Love and Mercy: Yet I aw 
this Condition was a deep and deadly Miſery; and 1 
ſaw, I ſhould be vile indeed, if I did not mourn bitterly 
under it: For if it was only under the Miſery of Affliction, 
the Lord would be diſpleaſed and count himſelf neglect - 
ed, if I did not cry; much more if I ſhould not cry 
under the Power of my Sins. This was on Saturday 


alſo ſaw 4 vaſt Differexce between knowing Things by 
Reaſon ard Diſcour/e, and by Faith, or the Spiri of Faith, 
For by Diſcourſe, (1) J ſaw that a Thing was fo. & 
Man's Diſcourſe about ſpiritual Things is hike 4 Philos 
pher's Diſcourſe about the inward Forms of Things 
which they ſee not, yet ſee that i but by the 
Light of the Spirit of Faith I feethe __ preſented, 
as it is. I have ſeen a God by Reaſon, and never been 
amazed at God thus apprehended; But I have ſeen God 
himſelf, and been raviſhed to behold bim. And here F 
ſaw, what the Meaning of Chriſt's Speech is, John 14. 
The World knows not the Spirit, and hence canmet receive 
him; viz. That tis ſuch @ Spirit, as gives ſuch Glimpſes 
* Glory, and of Chrif, as though | 
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cauſe they know it. And here I ſaw the Meaning of 
that in J. There is a Spirit in Man, that is, Reaſon; 
but the Inſpiration of the Almighty gives Underſtanding, 
that is, the Spirit of Faith. vs 

Decemb. 9. On Thurſday Morning in my Bed, after 
my Wedneſday's Sermon, (1) I ſaw the Pride of my 


Heart acting thus; That when Thad done publick Work, 


my Heart would preſently look out, and enquire where- 
in I had done well or ill. And I ſaw, I rejoiced in that 
as well done, which pleaſed Man; and that as done 
amiſs, which might not be ſo glorious in the Eyes of 
Man. Hereupon I ſaw my Vileneſs, to make Mens 
Opinions my Rule; but then I ſaw ny Rule to be this, 
viz. To ſee what good I had done, and give the Lord 


the Glory; and to conſider; what Sin I had committed, 
and to mourn for that. (2) Here I ſaw a Deceit; Viz. 


To preach and pray, to ſtir up ſpiritual Affections, be- 
cauſe I ſaw it did beget Commendoatidns ; hence preach- 
ed Terror and Comfort (though falſe) to beget Affection. 
I faw alſo, upon .Enlargements, I was apt to be ſome- 


What in mine own Eyes, whereas my Rule.is, to be 


— vile than any Man in my own Eyes, and that. 
Decemb. 10. 1 began to be eroubled for my Sin of Paſ« 
ſion; But I ſaw my Heart did Work thus; (1) It was. 
woubled for the Shame and Horror of Sin; (2) purpoſ- 


ed; (3) went to Chriſt for Strength that I might do ſe 


mo more, and ſo was quieted. Whereas I ſaw it was my 
Duty, (1) To get my Soul _ loaden with the Sin, 
as Sin; (2) To come unto Chriſt, and get his Blood to 


ive me Peace unſpeakable. Now in muſing on this, 1 


w how little Repentance there was in the World, and 
how many Sins I had ſtill to repent of. For I faw that 
moſt Men had their Peace after Sin, either by Forget- 
fulneſs of it wholly, and ſo had their Sorrows now and 
then; or elſe they did but skin over their Wound with 


ſome general Hope of Mercy and Grace, without ſweet 


Peace in Chriſt's Blood. And hence my Heart was very 
glad. for this Light, in ſceing this general Wound, ; 
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I faw here alſo the Reaſon why Men given 10 Paſſion 
are ſo frequently overcome by it z becauſe of all other Sins 
they have many ſecret Excuſes and Extenuations for it; 
as the Suddenfieſs of it, and tis that I delight not in, 
and my Heart is fad for it afterward, and godly Men 
may fall into it. 38 

ſaw alſo, there was all Reaſon why 1 ſhould cleave to 
the Lord: 1. Becauſe all my Good was from him in 
Times of Peace: 2. Becauſe he was my only Support 
in Time of Trouble: 3. He alone was ſufficient, when 
after Life all Troubles ſhould end: 4. 1 began to ſee, 
how good his Will was in all, and that even when it 
croſſed me, I ſhould be pleaſed with it. 

1 alſo began to feel God in Fire, Meat, every Provis 
dence; God's many Providences and Creatures are but 
his Hands and Fingers, whereby he takes Hold of me, 

Decemb. 11. On Saturday at Night, I was ftirr'd n 
to pray for the Spirit: Not only for particular Graces.of 
it, but for the Spirit itſelf. The Ground of this my Pray- 
er Was. N Mr 19 202, aan 

(1) Becauſe I felt an Abſence of the Spirit exceedin 
much. 1 found 1 was fenſual and carnal, and - carri 
and added by my own Spirit in every Thing; However 
1 felt a little of God's Spirit ſmoa ing forth in ſome 
weak Defires after it; I felt not the Power of it, ac» 
cording as Paul did bound by it, led with it. Act, 1, 
Power from on high: (2) Becauſe I faw this the next and 
ſureſt Way to have all the Graces of the Spirit; to have 
all the Impreſſions of this Seal, by having the Seal it 


ſelf.” Whereas, if I wrought for one particular Grace 


without this, it was far about: (3) Becauſe the Spirit 
can heal, help, quicken, humble, ſuddenly, and eabvily ; 
Whereas otherwiſe I may be long before I can ſee; 3 
Becauſe it works Grace and Life effectually. My own 


Spirit, and Light, and Affection may deceive me when + 


they act; but this cannot: (5) Becauſe it works Grace 


eternally, as itſelf is eternal. 


I .alſu here ſaw t. great Hinderances for me in 4 
Ung this Spirit: (x) 1 contented myſelf with a little Mea- 


ſure 
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fare of it, and ſo ft down: (i) L thotight- God wolld 
not give more, and hence I ought to reſt without ſcek- 


after more. | 1 

* — alſo fell in two Quefions. | 1) gef Whethed 
when a Chriſtian feel ane of rhe Laght ot Life 
and Faith of the Spirit; he ſhould only humble himfctf 
for the Want of them, and do nothing in way of Medi- 
tation and ſtirring up his Heart to ſee and do, or fiir up 
that Ability he had to ſee and hve and da? For I faw 
this, that when a Man finds a Lqfs of God, cither he 
is wholly in the Dark, and cannot fee him; or clfe 
Satan and his own natural Abilities will be working aud 
caſting in Light, that fo a Man might be contented with 
that, and feek no farther for the Spirit of Light, nor feel 
ſuch a Need of it: Satan and Nature by their Work will 
prevent the Lord's. 

Anſw, To this I ſaw (1) that the Scripture bids me 
meditate and uſe alt Means for the Spitit, and therefore 
not to confine myſelf to that one Means only,” of being 
humbled for the Want of the Spirit: (z) That the 
— here is ; oO all — as = the 

it to give a ng by them, depe! „and wait 
only for the Light of God in the Uſe of Means. | 

2. Pe. Whether it was a Duty, or an Error, to 
pray and look for the Fulneſs of the Spirit in me, with- 
out coming by Faith out of myſelf, and ſo ſinding and 
feeling the Fulneſs of the Spirit out of me in Chriſt ? 
And whether I might not be miſtaken, and think I was 
e of the Spirit, beeauſe I did not feel it in me, when 
ha = the Time when I am moſt 7. I might be 
| full, by Faith in Chriſt? And whether the Fulneſt 
of the Spirit in the Apoſtles was not chiefly a Power of 
the Spirit, giving them a Subfiſtence out of themſelves 
in Chriſt, in whom their Life and Joy was; ſeeing that 
pa oft complains of his Sin and inſufficiency and Ina- 
bility to think or ſpeak ? 

Anſw. Here I ſaw theſe Things; (1) That Chriſt had 
all Fulneſs, and ſo all Fulneſs of the - 1. (i) That 
all chat Fulneſs which I did want in myſelf, was in Chriſt, 
for his People, not for himſelf: He had perfect Ro 
edge 
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ledge, and Grace, and Righteouſneſs; not only that by it 
he might virtually make me ſee and be righteous; bur 
that it might be mine: (3) I ſaw it my Duty therefore 
out of Senſe of my Emptineſs, to go unto Chriſt, and 
poſſeſs and enjoy all that Fulneſs that is in him, as mine 
own; and to be as much filled with that, and to rejoice 
as much in that, as if I had itin myſelf, becauſe it 1s for 
me in Chriſt, and my own there: (4) I faw when I 
did thus, then F was full of the Spirit; and that I was 
now as a Fiſh that is got from the Shore to the Sea, where 
it hath all Fulneſs of Waters to move in: And ſo I ſaw, 
Faith did firſt fill me, and ſhould firſt fill me: When I 
was moſt empty, then by Faith I was moft full: (5) I 
ſaw this was the Way to be filled with the Spirit, tomy 
teeling within me. Stephen was full of Faith, and then 
of the Holy Ghoſt: (1) Becauſe this made me moſt 
empty, and ſo moſt fit for the Spirit to work in: (2) Be- 
eauſe this finding of the Treaſure of all Grace in this 
Field of Chriſt did beget Strength, go , Glory, and fo 
made Graces alive: (3) Becaule I ſhould glory more in 
what I receive from Giſt, than in that Fulneſs which 
isin Chriſt, the Fountain of all his cy and my Good 
and Glory, if I ſhould firſt receive the Spirit from him, 
without finding, and filling and drinking in of that Spirit 
which is in him: (6) I ſaw a Need for the Lord to this 
End to do two Things; (1) To eſtabliſh-me in Chriſt, 
and ſettle me there, and give me a Being there; (2) To 
give me a Certainty, that all this was mine; for I ſaw, 
this only would fill my Heart and Soul. 8 

The Concluſion of all was, I reſolved to pray for the 
Spirit, and not to give the Lord over for it. 

Dec. 18. I ſaw it my Duty ſo to lament my Sin, as 
that my Sorrow ſhould ſwallow up all the Joy I took in 
any Thing in this World. And here I remembred what 
it was to afflict one's Soul, viz. To make Sin as bitter 
as Affliction, and to make it my Affliction. 

Dec. 20. J law my Evil, (1) That I had much ado to 
ſee my din; (2) But much more difficult was it to mourn 
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for it, as my Death, and to be in Travail with it, and in 
rp and Sorrows for it, that I might be delivered ut 
of it. * 5 | | 

I ſaw alſo on the Sabbath, viz. the Day before, Der. 


20, how my Heart gathered Evil in every Place, as Pſal. 
- Ixvii. And it gathered, either, (1) Carnal Content, or 


(2) Diſcontent, by ſtriking upon external Objects. 

Dec. 21. I faw that Man was an infinite kind of Evil, 
when he is croſs'd; as in Hell, there he blaſphemes be- 
cauſe croſs'd. And hence Mens Sins lie hid, becauſe 
not croſs d. 3% 

I faw alſo the Deceit of Man's Heart; which when it 
is very bad, then it begins to ſeek to be very good; if 
it have and feel any Good, it grows full and lifted up, 
and looſe. 0 

Dec. 27. God humbled me in ſome Meaſure, (1) Ma- 


king me ſee, how I deſerved Death, and nothing but 


eternal Death; and that it belonged to me as my Due, 
which made me wonder I had any Mercy; (2) Making. 
me deſirous to feel Sin the greateſt Evil, and to prize 
Deliverance from it, as out of Hell. 

I faw alſo, (1) How miſerable I was, if I had no Fa- 
Your; (2) How precious his Favour was; (3) How 
— precious Chriſt was, by whom I came to 
have all Favour; and how precious his Blood was, ſo- 


"as I defired to rejoice in nothing, but. in Chriſt. 


